
A COMPAR,ISON OF THE BIR,DS SEEN IN 1948 WITH THOSE
oF 194? AND 1939

The studl-of changes in the avifauna of an isolated area such as
T,undf is essentially a long-term activitr', and it might be thought
that after onl1, 11r'o seasons'work the Societl. cannot have sufficiint
matcrial to be of value. Hol,cr-er. comparison of the recorcls
made in :'947 and r9-1E suggests sevcral points, and these are
further emphasized by thc inclusion of data for rg39. The lattcr
are derived from the -\ppendix to Richard Perr\-'s Rook Ludr',
Isle of Pu;t'-fins (znd ed., 1946), rvhich is based on llr. Perrrl s

observations in the pcriod l larch zoth-August 7th, 1939.
Table r presents in summarv form the reler.ant numerical data.

It should bc noted that " species ' '  herc includcs also those sub-
species readil l '  separable in the field.

TABI-F r

. \NAI-YSIS OF SPECIES ITEI  ORDED ANNLALLY
r o4E tq+7 Ig.J(.)

Number of species seen in each \,ear 95 95 gb
Number of species breeding : knou'n 2+\ .. r9\ - _ : -1 

- -
p r o b a b l ,  N t J '  r 2 I J '  ?  l ' 1 ' 1

Total number secn in the three \-ears r2,1
\umber  seen  i n  r l l  t h ree  vea rs  : 2
Species se€n in one vear'only ... rr r3 rj,

The most striking feature is thc apparent stabil itv of both thc
number of spccies seen and the number believcd to brced in each
year. Further studl: 6f the figurcs shou.s, horvever, that the
stead-_v annual totals of bircls seen arc probablv onlv coincicLental,
and that there are quite extcnsive variations in the composition
of the " annual avifauna." The findings of futurc vears r,r ' i l l  gir-e
more and better information on the extent of the diffcrcnces betr,r.een
successive ]'cars ; u.'ith more intcnsive observation the annual
total mar. be expectcd to risc, and the fluctuations bc diminished.

The value of  thc f igures rc lar ing ro brccding b i rd,  is  unfor t r r -
natell ' lessened b)' the lack of adecluate proofs of breeding in many
instances (as sliorvn by the high proportion of " probable " records).
This is onll' too u'ell exemplified b--r. the information on the Curleu'.
Though recording the species throughout the summer Perrv dicl
not consider that it bred in rg39. Subseclucnt uork bl l ir. T.
Fulford provcd breeding in r94r ancl follou'ing \"ears, and ied him
to express the vicr,v that Pcrrv r.vas mistaken. \\'e havc recorcled
the Curlew as present in the summer in botl'r rgqT and rg48 r.vithorit
obtaining proofs of breeding, and thus \\.e arc in this instance
quite unable to make conclusive comparisons.
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It appears probablc that the birds breecling in rg4li were the same
rLs tlrose oI rgqT e\cept in tu'o instances. Tne presurnptive eviclencc
for the breecling of thc Song Thrush in rq48 is strong, bLrt in rg47
it rvas onlt' recorclccl irr llarch and is rnost unlikel]' to have bred
u,hollr- uniletectecl. Tnc' second case is that of the \\ 'ood Pigeon.
ln rg47 it rvas n,,t consider-cd resicl.ent, rvhcreas it is probablc that
it brecl in rg48 ; but there are grortnds for suspicion that this
tl iscrepancr- is an ar-tcfact, due to tl ie birds' attacltment to an
unr.isited part of the islancl.

[ion'rperrison of the rg.+7- -E recorcls rvith those of r939 shorvs
sevcral aitcrations in status. Onh- one of these relatcs to a sea-
bird: in rg3q the Fulm:rr Prtr-el, thrrugh present in the breeding
season, hacl not commencecl to breecl. .\mong the land-birds
there havc becn four definitc losses and one gain. Of tl ie loss':s
tirat of tlic House Sparrou', r'hich rvas thriving in 1939, is the rcsult
of artif icial cxterrnination during the earh't-ears of t lte rvar. Onll '
one individual has been secn in the past tn'o \-ears. There u'ere
trvo pairs of Pied \\'agtails in rg3g, and in rg47 birds rvere resident
about the farm though no nests ."verc founcl, but there u'erc none in
rg.t8. Thc colont' of Stonechats present in 1939 du'indled thcre-
after, and none havc bred sincc rg43. Thc breeding popr.rlation
of the Srvallon' has ner-er bccn iarge : there rvas onlr- one pair in
rg3g, and there hirr-e been none in the last t$'o \-ears. fhe solitary
aclclition to the lancl-birds of rg3g u-hich has been found bv us is
the \\:heatear. Though rcported as a summer resident in tg47 it
\\'as not provecl to breecl, but at least one pair did so successfully
in  rg4E.

COUNTS OF NESTING SEA.BIRDS
'fhe 

studr-of problenrs connccted rvith tl ie breeding populations
of the sea-birds on the islands offers a major field for investigation
b1' the ornithologist. In this studY census '"vork on various samples
oi the population rvill provicle data of primarr- importancc. Little
tvas achier-cd in this fietcl in rg4E, onh- tu-o counts being made,
and neithcr being verl' satisfactor\'. Tne results, rvith some
comrnents and comparisons rvith the onl-v at-ailable figures for earlier
vears, are rcported belorv rather u,ith the aim of drau'ing attention
to the possibilities inhercnt in suctr rvork than for their intrinsic
merits.

r. 
' fhe 

Sor:rn-\\.sst corner of thc island (from Goat Island t<r
the Ilattlcs, inciusive).

This u 'as the area selected [ t - ' r  invest igr , t t ion b1 ' . \ lexander et  a]
(1945) in rg4z. Thus there are availablc counts f9f tg3,g, due to
pj.1l ' (1946), and 1942, as rvell as the one made this year. -The
validit-v of the rg39 iount has been cluestioned by the later wgrke-rs.
to rvhose paper those interested sliould refer, as also to.a rejoind-er
br  Perrr  

- t ro4.1)  
rvh ich i tse l i  conta ins per t inent  cr i t ic isms of  th t '
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