












ISLAND STUDIES 

of island life and the advantages of sometimes being "a 
world apart", such as during the time of the Great 
War. 

But the question remains, is this degree of creative 
achievement unusual? If so, why does isolation have 
this effect, and, assuming that it is not inevitable, 
under what circumstances might it arise? There are 
various possibilities: maybe it is the fact that "every 
single person has an importance, an individuality" 
(Gade 1978,16) and thus something to contribute. Or 
maybe it is as Rogers (1978,x) has suggested: 

"where life in general is limited and monotonous, its 
least detail is exalted into Drama: islanders who live 
in the shapeless shadow of poverty will always put 
a pattern of dignity and ceremony on it, in order to 
endure and redeem their existence". 

Literature, such as that described here, is but one 
manifestation of the exaggerated development wit­
nessed amongst some isolated communities. It also 
constitutes a cultural resource of immense importance 
in understanding how island communities survived, as 
well as documenting their decline (the Blaskets were 
finally abandoned in 1954). At the end of Tomas 
O'Crohan's book, The Islandman, first published in 
1937, his perceptive remarks betray his awareness of 
the inevitable, but also demonstrate his knowledge 
that by writing down what was previously passed by 
word-of-mouth, he had done those who follow a great 
service: 

II 

"One day there will be none left in the Blasket of all I 
have mentioned in this book,and none to remember 
them. I am thankful to God, who has given me the 
chance to preserve from forgetfulness those days 
which I have seen with my own eyes and have borne 
their burden, and that when I am gone, men will 
know what life was like in my time, and the neigh­
bours that lived with me" (O'Crohan 1992,244). 

Islands therefore have a particular part to play in 
understanding human occupation and adaptation, and 
that is reflected in the amount of research undertaken 
on islands around the world in recent years. Some 
sceptics continue to interpret this more in terms of the 
pleasant working conditions that islands provide; but 
there is a real significance in scientific terms, as the 
examples presented above demonstrate. 

Conclusion 
What we have presented in this contribution is nothing 
more than a background against which to place the 
papers which follow. Our intention has been to outline 
the significance islands have in scientific research gen­
erally, and to demonstrate the potential they have to 
address questions which are often either best 
addressed, or can only be addressed, by studying 
islands. 

As we have said before, Lundy has been the subject 
of research covering a wide range of disciplines over 
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many years, and this has been supported and, in 
many instances, undertaken by members of the Lundy 
Field Society. As well as providing some new insights 
into Lundy's history, the contributors to this volume 
have been asked to illustrate the range of work under­
taken, the significance of the results within their sub­
ject generally, as well as providing an illustration of 
changing methods and objectives over a fifty year peri­
od. We think Lundy has a significance in these terms 
which justifies this treatment at the time of the Field 
Society's fiftieth anniversary; the papers presented 
provide the opportunity for you, the reader, to reach 
your own conclusion. 
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