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EDITOR Ann Westcott. ... Friendship", Guineaford, Marwood , Barnstaple , Devon. 
Telephone : 0271 2259 . 

EDITORIAL •. 

(NDJH= North Devon Journal Herald; \olt1N = lofes tern Mor.ning News) 

I know you would wish t o join with me in s ending our sympathy t o the Rev. Donald 
Peyton Jones on the dea th of his wife in the Autumn; also t o Lady Geoffrey Percy 
(Mary :Lea) ~orhose husband died in December and t o· their daughter . . . . 
John Nunn (of '·!es tward Ho ! ) says that P. J . is 
f or a Missions to Seamen colleague . Mary Lea 
her ~rriage to Lord Geoffrey. 

in Colombo at the moment, standing in 
worked on Lundy ( ' 50-' 55) just before 

Uordon and J oanna (Stafford) Blore have a son, Timothy Sebastian. They were married 
on· Lundy Hhen Ian Grainger was Agent. .Penny Ot:ilvie writes that Inez Lunen (Harman) 
and J ohn Harman (now living in Australia) each has a new daughter both born in ' 84 • . · 

Rosemary Ann Lauder became engaged .to Christiaan de Blocq van Kuffeler on Lundy (where . 
they first met) in October . Elsewhere. in the Newsletter there is an account of how 
she came to publish her handbook on Lundy . 

I have had ·a query in a l et t er from Maj or Peter Bellers . He writes : "I am often 
asked · why r ·go to Lundy so regularly and wha t I do there •. !.usually reply ' Nothing•-· 
I just enjoy the island, the a ir, the isolation.(not f ound on a day trip ~ ) , the 
changing moods usually so peaceful and beautiful and yet subjec t t o r apid change t o 
storm, violence and even tragedy. 

"Not being an expert or a specialist I t ake a great interest in all the island offers . 
I find everything.on Lundy fnscinates me , the sheer beauty of the rugged cliffs , the 
c c ntrast between the F..ast and West coasts , the birds (particula rly the sea birds) , .. 
the turbulent history and the present day traces of it s till discernible . 

"I r eally Hrite to you t o find out whether you knov the history of the delightful 
picture in Millcombe dining room of the old man- o'-war in Lundy r oads . Db you know 
the year , event and the artist , I wonder?" 

Ther e is als o a HANT!!:D Notice : J . R. Chanters "Lundy Island"; some stamps ( parti­
cularly Red Cross and A ppcal Overprin.t~); please r eply t o A .walker , 5 stevenson Drive , 
Spital, Wirral , Merseysid e . 

Apropos stamps - the NDJH had ".a tip- off f or stamp collectors (on Nov . ~th) that a nf?W 
Lund y Puf fin issue is on the \vay". The comment continues : "\vha t f orm the stamp wil:!. 
take isn' t yet kno~om but, interestingly enough, the new issue hint comes FJ. t the same 
time as publication of a new catal ogue of existing issues by the LMdy Collectors C.lub, 
with headquarters in Illinois, USA . 

"Stri~tly by Trade Description Ac t standards the Puffins ar e "local carriage labels". 
This isn ' t good enough for many lovers of Lundy , its stamps, history and traditions 
and collectors in several countries got together to form the Lundy Collecto~s Club, 
publishingtheir own phila t elic quarterly and catalogue . 

"One thing leads to another ••• checking on the Lundy Club vTi th Ray Sha pland , the 
Cross st, Barqstaple, stamp Dealer, I disoovered that he is about .to start I writing,., 
up ' the extensive Lundy stamp collection of his -l a t e father-in-la~or, Mr . Ernest Warwi.9k 
who died last year at A4 . vlr i ting up in s ta~p : man ' s. language m~ans ea tal oguing and 
displaying." . . 
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Have Members noticed Lundy ' s year in The Media? The CCI!IIllentators for BBCl ' s 
"Birdwatch" from the Ex:e estuary on 4th November were Roger Lovegro.ve and Tony Soper . 
R1 was on Lundy in ' 57. Amongs t other activities he r a n from the North 't'igh~kttchett .. 
t o the South Light kitchen; one of the firs t to at t emrt this challenging 4 miles . B'IW 

!Some LFS members were wa tching a ~ Mlrathon at Barnes Green, Sussex,· .(pop • . unQ.ex_ . ..3.f O.O) .. 
when a r unner ,.,avcd at them a nd r oar ed "Lundy 11 as he went past - he had met one of the 
party at Easter . . . 
In a most excellent ITV series, "Secr e ts ot.: the coas ~/' '· your committee member , 
Dr· . Keith Hiscock, ass i sted with the Commcntnry on Lundy ' s mnrine treasures . 

And no fe\.,er than three Na tional Newspapers have actually visited Lundy in ' 04 .· 
"The Daily Telegraph" sent Julian Bowden who took his own photographs of and from 
th~ Old Light . He ,.,as impressed by the church as an "example of Victorian excess", 
and by the "rare peRce". Rob Neillands from 11 'lhe Times " visited , but his account is ·. · 
r a .tt·her tra velogue-ish a nd lacks JB ' s personal t ouch. " Tne r1.1..tl c-nSund.ay' h::td a l a rge 
colour spread . · · 

If you wa toh Channel 4 ' s "Treasure Hunt" f.l nd you g ive a s harp eye ·to ·t he 'chopper ' 
th::J. t is vital t o the programme, you will see it i s labelled "C~stle Air Charters Ltd ''; 
the pilot, Keith Thomps on, has ferried many of us from Hartland ~o Lundy and back. 

Those of y ou whose birdwatching interGsts Richard Campey is s o capably cate~ing t o, 
will .be interested t o know that "Where t o l.JFttch Birds in Devon & Corm.,all was publi­
shed .in May . It is by D. Normnn and v. Tucker , with line drm.,ings by Peter Harrison 
a nd an Introduction by Bill (ldd i e , who was on Lundy birdwa tching in 1984 . : :Lundy 'i s 
mentioned in the book . Nick Dymond, who '"as \varden on Lundy, in the early •=7o's , is 
in Northern Aus tralia establishing a Bird Observatory. 

Some of us may remember parties of small boys on Lundy, being looked ~nfter by careful 
tutors . nne s uch tutor was Count Tolstoy. Your Editor can confirm thi s becausn she 
wrote to ask if he wer e . ·He wrot e back : "Yes , it vras indeed I who brqught the trnops 
of - boys t o Lundy years aGo ! I-will be very willing t o write for y our Newslet t e r , as 
I have many happy memories of t he island . Ind e~d, my parents first met there a nd we 
were all very friendly with the Har mans. I allude to this in my forthcoming book on 
the Merlin legend . Please give my best \·fishes to Penny (Ogilvie) Ruddock , whom I 
re'!le!Jlber well at Lundy and 'OCD. " 

Another gr oup of small boys visited from Clifton CollegG : one of the~, Tony _Cottrell , 
is now a regular visitor t o Tibbetts with o ther C. C. connections . Tony Cottrell and 
V 1v Hope- Scott, with Ste phen ? ile (who arra nGed the Fes tival ) took part · in the 
Nether Wallop festival of the Ar t s last month , t ogether with such notables as 
Billy Connolly , Pet er Cook, Ned Sherrin, Jenny Agutter, Rowan A tkinson, Mi chael Hordern ·; 
~layne Sleep, Lynn Seymour , Gore Vidal. 

nn Lundy itself , Febru~ry sow the arrival of John 0Gilvie ' s brewin6 equipment and 
~ster saw thG ;firs t .9,U$lff..ing of "John O' s " bitter . February also s~w the r e turn of 
the "PolA.r Boar 11 t o l3id'efori:l. The isla nd now has a super-fas t Dory as well as the 
P . B. - a sort of t axi .,:;crvice, according to the v/liN . 

. . 
In June , Cobweb had her 1mely foal, Spider , and is herself learning how to run in 
harness . 

I n July, drought str~k Devon. The I,,!MN r ecord ed the impor tin3 of wa t er from· the 
ma inland to Lundy. The NDJH r eported t ho use of bricks in cis t ·erns a nd the· s.upply 
of sea soap f or use in salt wa. ter . Experiments (unsuccessful) were made in August. 
t o wash hair in the sea with Fairy Liquid . (Your Editor had a splendid August h0l{day 
and S\.,am nearly every day as a. · mos t pleasur1.blc altcrn:1tive to baths . ) . 

1 

Another excitement in August was .the "diG" at the Castle , at which many visitors 
(including LFS members) holpod . This "dig'• was di;rectud by Dr . Thackray, a rcmedl.ogical 
s urveyor .to· the Na tional Trust. The part of the. Castle be ihG "due" is thought t o be ~~ 
17 ~h, Century a nd it is hoped th-)re will be funds. enough to continue rtext yea r . The 
vlMN a nd the NDJH speak of a "bread oven 11 as bPing uncovered, but Roh~r Allen thinks 
it could be a minting furnace used by B~holl : an·interes ting speculation.( Your 
Editor thinks Benson ' s Cave may be a fogou . ) 
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Both "The Times" a nd the 'oft1N carried a picture of David Trapneil- who f ound Stcne Age -· 
bones (oxen , dogs , deer) on Westward Ho ! beach, exposed during March storms . D. T. 
says they belont; to the period .. when you could ,.,ra l k t'> Lundy. (Davi d & M:uy Trapnell 
are frunds of Mr , &. M:rs. Gad e . ) · · · 

Did any member see Russell Davies ' 11Man5lo-Saxon Gazetteer" in "The Times" in 
February a sort of extension of Franglais . West Country items included Il Truro 
(It. ) =Etruscan t ourist Le Crediton (Fr.) = overdraft (expressed in lOO franc 
uni, ts) Le Lundy (Fr.) = long weekend, extra day off , truancy (sa·. ? Delayed by · 
storm?) 

The Ilfr acornbe life- boat crew has j ust been awarded a medal by the R.N.L. I.' ·ror a 
brave rescue in September . The crc,• ' s Engineer is Wayland Smith, who spent much of 
his youn.~ life on Lundy. 

'!here is a Lundy Cross>-rord in this issue . 'Ihere will be a prize for the first 
correct solution received by Friday March 1s t by your illditor . 

Please do no-t f orse t t he Bclitor is still l ooking for a Gos se "Sea and Land ". A'I'iTB . 

EV .J:NTS J<~OR 19A5 

Saturday March 2nd, 1985, The Soci ety ' s Annual General MeetinG will be held at 1 . 45 pm 
in .th~ Hatherley Laboratories , the University, Prince 0f Wales Road, Exeter . After 
the meetin(;, at about 6 . 00 p.rn., there will be an informal gath(;)rinc in the Imper"ial 
Hotel which is clos e by; all are welcome. 

Saturday June Oth, 1985, Annual Excursion lio Lundy, full details ar c enclos e-d with 
this Nmvslett Jr . We will be delighted if you join us . Non- LFS members ar e mos t 

welcome . 

Written Contributions - you are invited to contribute t 0 the Annual Report, our Annual 
NewslettGr , or t o the Island Log, wh1 chevor· is most appropriate . 

Grant s - you are invited to npply to the Society, thr<,ut;h i t s Secr etary , for a Grant 
t owards an (appr oved) R8s earch Project r elating t o Lundy : apply t o Pet er Col e, 
2 Beaufort Close, Reigate, Surrey. 

The Conservation Issue (Lundy 11[R) - Lett0r from Dr . D. Daniels , B.Sc., PhD . , 
'Please find enclosed the article I discussed with ~ou on the telephone . I also 
enclose a phot ocopy of a news item published in the Guardian on December 1st 1984. 
As you can s ec from that item I am not 8lone in my concern over NCC t nctics and a ims . 
"Continuin.:.;; and escalati n{S efforts are beinu r:lA.de by the Nature Conservancy Council 
t o establish statutory control of Lundy. Lundy is t o be notified as a site of special 
scientific interest und er section 28 of the \'lildlifv and Countryside Act 1981 and 
under s~ction 36 of the same act the NCC seek t o est~blish statutory cnntrol of the 
waters surrounding Lundy . Effectively such legislation. would bring L~dy un.d~r the 
total control of the. NCC . The L\mdy Ffclcl Society would at best be. subject .to t.h~. · 
dictates of the NCC and at worst become a t ot ally r ed undant or ganisntion . Members 
of the LFS should be alerted t o these changes which nre beint£ cond nned by NCC sym-
pathisers within the L~ and the LFS committ0c. · 

'My firm ob·jection t o Lundy becoming an SGSI and a stn.tut ory mf.trine nature r eserve is 
based on the follovlinli : 

1. Lundy is currently a successful voluntary MNR and has been so since 1973 
2. Lundy is sufficiently isolated lFlOtsrnphi cally to make any statu.tory control 

unvtarran t ed 
3. The NCC propose t o establish their own, as yet und efined code of conduct 

for vis itors to the island 
4. The NCC propos.~ to impose t heir own, as yet undefined , bye- laws f or Lundy 

enforced by a r es id ent ward en 
5. Access to areas on and around Lundy would be r es tric t ed 
6. Restricted access would interfere with f:uming practice on Lundy and inhibit 

spcntaneo~s explor~tion of both the i&iand and sublittoral sites. 
'The peace, freedom and dignity of the island I have known , loved and visited over the 
pnst 20 yc~rs •rill all be destroyed in the name -Jf le£islaticn. I urge LFS members 
t o think carefully· about those matters nnd if anyone snares my disquiet about such die­
t a·tor ial methods iof conserva tion then perhaps they would wri t o to the NCC expressing 
their concern." 



From the "Guardian", Dec . 1st , 1984 these are comments marked by Dr. Daniels: 
"The chief geolo1:5ist at the NCC has resigned because he objects to whnt he terms the 
new ".uncompromising mili tA.ncy" of the council and its imposition of oonserva tion by 
dikta t •• • • • He believes that behind many of the examples of farmers and landowners 
ripping up council- designated sites of scientific interest \-.ras the fear that th~ir 
land would be rendered sterile . He quarrels with what he s~es as the NCC ' s intention 
to select additi onal sites of special scientific interest under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 for "cultural, recreational, aesthetic , inspirational and even 
spiritual reasons" . :Wentually, he says, landowners ' and occupi ers ' freedom of 
action will be subject to control in perpetuity on land equal t o at least 10% of 
Britain • .• • • The NCC at its headquarters in Peterborou,;h \-/as surprised by Dr . Black' S· 

letter to staff and said H was not aware of his reasons for resignn tion. It said 
that its methods were used in order to comply vli th their obligations under the act 
which were to survey for sites of special scientific interest and protect tham. It 
was not prupared to corr.rnent on Dr . Black's allegations about their methods . " 

From the WMN comments from an article published on Dec . 6th 1984 : .· 
"John rwon .. considers vlhy Devon and CornwRll h-'lve done so much to topple the \vil~life 
and Countryside Act of 1981 vlhich is intended t o prGserve beauty in all iis natural · 
forms : why the West .. is cold ' sho·:ldering marine nature reserve scheme. .. Gne ef-· t~o 
Government ' s most cherished achievements in h.,sislation desiened to prot~-~~- .t~E?-.~~virorr 
ment.is currently undergoing trial by public judgement after only three short years of 
life. If the scaffold see!JlS to have buen erected with unbecoming haste, it ·i~ worth 
n otine that the tricoteuses on its steps include many lefldint:: conservationists •••• 
It is ironic to reflect t~'lt Devon nnd Cornwall, the two counties which for most 
people enshrine all that is most beautiful in our national heritage , have given the 
heArtiest of shoves t o t0pplo an Act intended t o preserve beDuty in all its natu~ql 
forms . • ••• It is possible that the Act may be amended in such a way that the ·loo'p­
hole which the Scillonians have exploited with such staggering success can be plugged 
for the future . For, make no mistake, it is upon a procedural point rather than upon 
an argued case that they have won the day . Under the act , the Nature ·Conservancy 
Co~ncil were ~iven the r esponsibility for recomnendine to the Environment Secre tary 
those areas vrhich should bo cren ted marine Nature reserves . Two wore in the \.Jest 
Country the Scillies and Lundy three were in ~/ales and tvTO in Scotland . 
Inforrral consultation begnn as the first step towards an eventual recommendation and 
the operation soon ran into t~oubla . A hitherto unrccobnised defect in the Act 
surfaced . ~/hitehallhad enjoined th;J need to resolve substantial · objections· before a· .. 
recorni"IJendRtion co"ld be modo a man<lerin od ict rather than an explicit Pruliamen-
tary wish, it woul d seem - r.md it became obvious rnpidly that the hardening objec~ns 
from the \.festcountry vtore beyond runicable solution, with the local Sea Fisheries 
Commi ttGes settinG their fnces agninst thu schorne . So the pO\-.rer of a veto .whichno-~ 
had discerned \-.ras found suddenly to exist, to be used vlith crushin..; finality by th~ 
Ives tcoun try fisherr.1en ." 

Entertainments- in st: Heiena1 s - 15tfi Xu{{ust- 1984: -wfii!st visitint:(L\inCiy- last Jiu~:ust, 
Pc;ter Cole, Anne Betts and .Ann v/estcott, nt the re·quest of Rev • .1\ndy E<hvards , put 
together a very varied and enjoyabl~ pro~ramme of entertainments in aid of the Church 
fabric . 

In i-T hat seemed to me an incred ibly short time, performers were found (some had to be 
in VQiglod into coming f orw:ud), encourn-:od, tim2d, re::>.rran0ed and organi>Jei.l into a .. 
v1onderfully smooth, professional and entertAining show. A good b~lance of musical , 
hu:in er ous and intaresting m"l.terial was preB.:lnt13cl by an equally variud cas·~ )f 
Is l anders, staff and holichymakers, introduced by Tony Lnneham. Contributions (not 
in order of appearance) weru as follows :- · 

Viv ·Hope Scott made the Church ort:an r ock (like I ' m sure it had never done before) 
with his renclerin3s of ' Putting on th~ Ritz ' and ' Summer Time ' . Susy Betts played 
a solo on the ' cello - a Bach Allegro from the Sonatn No . 2 for Viola dn Gambe· and 
keyboard, ancl Katy 0gilvio played a solo on tho flute - a Handel sonnta . A seconrl 
Handel sonata was player'l by Kn ty a nd Susy togeth~r. The FarthinGclalv choir song 
I'TlBdrigals and everyone sang the Hnrtlnnd Sons (painstakingly typed out by Pete Cole 
so that no-.one should be at a ~oss for words) . Li~ ngilvie, Rev • .1\ndy Edwards and 
I eave rendin ;s from r1yrtle Tcrnstrom' s Lundy '.wrks coverin.3 such diverse topics qs · 
' eggind ' , the iron .church and the new St. Hel ena ' s , and a diary of events of a 
hundred years ago. Patrick Penny read tho excerpt from Kingsley ' 8 \vestward Ho ! des­
cribing tho wreck of the spanish salleon on t o th3 Shutter Rock . ~:::ieinal contributions 
came in the form of two pooms ' The Puffin ' s Lamont ' and ' The B:1.llnd of r.undy '· from 
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Tony Cottrell, and in a hilarious cornment~1ry on the ' joys ' of Tibbets life from Tony 
and his friends (Tony \villiams, Tony Nilligan, Eliot Watkins and Viv Hope Scott) who 
'fT ere staying thero at the time. Sue Metcalfe rounded off the range cover ed by the 
programme with an exce11pt from the music to movement dem<.;nstr'"~tion she had partici­
pated in at the Albert Hall in July. The whole event \-IUS very vTell ~eeceived by the 
entire congregation and well worth all the hard work from the three eo-producers. 

LU.NDY ISLAND WIND DIES:!:L L~STALLA TION 

by J . Puddy 

by \v. PudrJy 

The Lundy wind generator wJ.s inst::tlled Rnd commissioned durinu November 1982 and has 
had a successful life so far . 

The wind gener9tor site is located on the top of tho islAnd 900 m from the south end . 
The island is substantially flat 0n top but as it is only somo 1000 m wide and rises 
125 m above sea level with s tcep cliffs all round thc~re is R fqirly high level of 
turbulence and a degree of strati f i cation in the wind stream over the sitt: . The best 
wind approach is in the prevailing direction bu t even thi.s cnn be qui te t urbulent i n 
strong ·vrind s . 

Despite the elevated site there is considerable salt spray ti.nd the only major outage 
occurred when this penetrated the alternator insul~ti·n causing an earth fnult an0 
necessitating a re-wind some seven months after commissioning. The machine was out 
of action for four "fTceks at that time ano the remeoial action taken would appear to 
have been effective . 

Of a less serious nature the machine has on three occasions lost one of th~') fantail 
·rotors and the nacelle cover was damageo by beins blO\vn open in a (3ale after the fast­
ening bolts vibrated loose . Tht~se problems W'3re larcely due to vibration caused by 
the turbulence mentioned earlier. 

The control system has performed \Wll but s0me of tho clump loacl control triacs were 
founn to have eone oiode at the end of the first year bleeoing some of the energy to 
Clump . rrhis fault manifested itself in an ood way as the turbine sometimes failed to 
reach operatinB speed in light \-linds vrhich would normally have pr0duced 5- 10 IDv . The 
oiodc leak was load in~ the turbine to ownp as soon as exoi tation developed , stalling 
the turbine nt about 30- 35 rpm. In stronger winds the mochine came up to normal speed 
but with a permFJ.nent 5 K;1 drai n to Clump . 

The wind turbine output i n marg i nal conditions, when unable to s upport the ne t work is 
rqut~a to selected local common use dv1ellings 11djac0nt to the diesel gener ator house 
and also to a phc'.Se chan1.5G heR t Store Hhich l.s intot.sra t3cl into a hot wa t er hea t i nB 
systom in the main eroup of build.ings formerly knO\vn as the Old Hotel Compl ex. The 
cnpncity of this heat store which is also charged in normal operations but with a 
lower priority is some 90 IDJ/h and its use has largely eliminated energy loss to dump 
except durin;5 the warmer months ·Hhen the s tor8 is fully chargee . 

The 'initial P•)riod of operation was charact rised by frequent spoiler operations ano 
"'eD-r on the spoiler gear \-lhich 00t out of adjustment c~usinG \oJhistling in some wind 
streneths. A new final drive ratio has eliminated this problem as the spoilers now 
operate rarely and the machine is quiet and unobtrusive in op~ration. 

The annual output for the first full year was lo\o~or thrm expcctecl . The dwllp fault had 
made a contribution but the reql cause was even simpler . To snvc cable part of the 
load wa13 .fed directly from the machine to Stoneycroft and the Old Li~ht and had not 
been metered . This omission has now been rectified nno perfor~~nco has been · 
satisfa~tory . The use of wincl energy to heat and lit,;~t the buildine;s hRs greatly 
reouceu the work of m~intaining th~ building f~bric and decorations and has extendad 
the period in which the holiday accommodation can be Jet to the point where there were 
some 55 visitors staying en the island durinL; the Chri.stm-':ts porio·i bs t vTi n t er and a 

. s i milar number this ycRr . The m~ chine porformanc0 in its first 2 year s of oper!l tion 
is s umma.r is ed as follows : - To tal hours of \o~ind generation 9, 97 3 hours 

Energy to network 220,000 J{l..,rh 
fuergy to dump 41,000 KWh 
Total \YTG output 261 , 000 ID..Jh 

In- the ·summer months some 120 K1fh per week is used in th..: island brewery. 



'!H.£!! MGLKSHAM COLL.:OC:TION 
,_ V • 

In July 1984 y~mr !!:ditor vTo.s received by Gill & Roger Davis at Melksham and whown 
their Lundyana. It \vas R .fascinating f.l.fternoon and I hope that this ~necessarily 
brief and incomplete) description of the collection will inspire other LFS memb ers 
to look t o see what they have. 

Gill & Roc;;er have the Lan~hams' first and private ed ition of "Lundy, Bristol Channel" 
signed by the authors and the Harman f amily. They have th0 first David & Charles 
edition of Lari._;ha ms ' "Luncly" siclned· by everyone who w.sts ·concerned with it.. They. have 
a collection of all the Official Guides and five ed iti.ons Qf Joan \vatt- Sm;yrke ' s pam­
Phlet on Lundy (between 1936 a nd 1950) . 'Ihorc nre five lovely copies of J~R~ Chanters 
"Lundy Island", includin..; one \'lith pictures; o.nd the "Devon" edition of Kil{!s l ey 's 
"Westvmrd Ho !", \vhich has a pic ture f) f the l ~m.J in,; beach as one of its illustrations . 
Gill & Ro~er do not, alas, have Lord Saye1s Roma nce , but they clo have "Dan~er0us 

. Kno"Tledge" (by J\ . E. Ki'.ight) a crime story \vith a Lundy backgr ounr1; a nd a mod ern 
romanco called "No Law on Lundy" (by Yax Peacock) set in the 17th Ccr.tury; a nd 
s.P. B. M3.is ' "Lights over Lundy", a children' s 11\YStery story, in which the light 
houses a re vital t o the plot . 

There is a drawerful of magazines a nd pamphlets that I did not hnve time to explore, 
and a collection of Stanley Smith ' s Lundy reviews . Gill has t\-10 a lbums of old photo­
graphs and tickets from ste~mer trips and a n albwa of postcards. There are 9 scrap 
books (' 61 - ' 84) vThich might make the basis for an account of islnnc'l life from the 
visitors ' viewpoint, t.o c omplement Mr . GFtde ' s '' Life". Gill 1 s collection of "Monta(_;u" 
postcards became the book she publisheo . 

There is a 1906 water colour of the "Mont aF,u " ani'! nn 1885 water colour of the Castle , 
initialled P. H. (Gill \-roul<l like to kn0w if anyone knO\vS whc this is.) I \vas parti­
cularly impressed by an 1850 collection of Lun\ly flora, pressed by on e of the Heaven 
ladies . 

Your EXli tor kno\<TS nt least three LFS member s (not including the · collector who wrote 
in the ' 83 newsletter ) who h~ve s plendid collections cf books/cards/coins/cuttinGs/ 
photos/stamps/miscellanea . '!here must be many others \vho are blushing unseen . Why 
not come f urwnrd t o be co.taloc5ued for the benefit of futur e Lundy historians a 
truly noble eesture . 

INTERVI.t!M WITH RQSj!;f1ARY itNNE LAUDER 

This yenr has seen br .. th the seconc'! edition C'f the Lanehams ' "Lundy" a nd the publica­
tion of Badger Books ' "Lundy Island", a short gui~od<: '"hich crnms much .matter a nd 
some l ovely pictures into n small compass . 

I asked Rosemary Ann Lauder how she cnme t o write the book . She t olc'l me th~t· her first 
venture into the l ocal history fielc'l was "'hen, her interes t fired by .the Landmark 
Trust ' s purchase of tha Old Library at Stevens t one , she wro t e "Vanished Hous es" . The 
CaLLL~ton Press printed ann RAL solrl . 

\vhile she vTfis s ellincl "Vanished Houses", RAL r ecognised th·l t there w~s a vinble smA-ll­
scale marke t for such vTorks, so she started "Badger Books " rmd both published a n<'l sold 
the books herself. They are on Devon topics by D~voniens and sell in Devon. 

The little book on Lundy by Jonn Rennell is out of print , so there is no slim volume 
f or interested visitors to the island . fuiL f elt that the arriva l of the P. B. a t 
Bideford nud:5ed her furth('::r ~ovmrcls wri tint: such A book . 

She visited Lundy rmcl \vfis hooked. She Also intervi e wed \vcndy Puddy (Spring ' 84) And 
her article is a most symp~th\;tic 0ne , sharinc< WP ' s vieYTS more thun simply r cpor tint:; 
on them . 

Rl1L said that everyone t o whoJtl sho t nlkud ·1bout Luncly shared "'ith h er their mcm0ries • 
.illveryone wns helpful Dr . Valentine ; Grace & Snm Redfc:m; Diana Kertst nnd 
Ruth Harm~n Jones lent preci0us phrto;:raphs . Fro•J Hutchinc ' s widow, the Ernest Ireland 
Group , Tony l.-3nr;hnm, i'he Nature C0ns ervnncy pP.oplc at T'=tunton, all shared their 
experiences of Lundy with RAL. Keith Mortiner , f1ary Gac'Je, the kndmark Trust, a ll the 
photo~raphers helped make thu book possible. Francis Griffiths prod uce<'~ aerial pic­
tures . So did Cnmbridge University, but those wore t oo aos tly t o be us ed . 

RAJ. "'rote to me from Lundy in 0ctobcr. 
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"Is it unique to arrive at the Landing Bay and fin<'l o cleser ted island? It is cer­
t ainly ~~nerving, and somewhat eer i e. 
11 I \·:as vaguely m·:are that an " end of season" party wns planned for the hard-workerl 
~ n:t.anders, but had not re:1lised this hl'ld been postponed because of - what else - the 
·. ~Tib.er . It finally took place on the evening of October 12th, l'ln<'l the entire 
p0pu.la tion He~~e ferried across to Woolacombe, leaving behind only the Trinity House 
mP~1, and 't',.ro b:c3ve voluntec~s \•rho 11 islancl sat" for .. the niglit • •• •• 
''Hm·r vie were (~oing to actually get ashore ·hacl not occurred to us os being a problem 
t111'l:iil ,.,o uro;pe:<'l anchor in the boy and looked across o t the "Shearn", still hiah a nd 
dry on the 'slip. But help wns at hanrl, in the form of the spankin:; new Dory "The 
Islanc?~r" the 12 ser-tcr pm-1er boat (in compArison with-:the "Polnr Bear") built 
rp0cially fo:c the island and delivered in early "lutumn. John Pu·loy rmd Stirline 
I:3J:-,:l~:;h had· volunteered to !Mk~ the effort and were fast catchinl~ us up , takint; only 
0'1e hon~ tq.:cro~s from· Bi<1 c ford Bar. 

"EYe:>:yone alvrays '.•mnts to knm1 what the Heathor was like; perhaps because they are 
~frnid H W.2s. be·~ter thqn their o;..rn holi<loy \..re::t ther? In. :l;he space of one short week 
1u.:1dy cave .uo· everything, e·rcept sno'·'· 

".f:t;:!~~X. \·!as· avorat~e st~rmy int.;rvals, slight \·{ind. Monday was one of the days we 
all dream abol•.t; clenr blue sky :::md hot, hot: sun. Sunbathing at North End, bliss, 
but \·Tdn.r_L1~ all the vnone:; clo~hes am1 ilitl:t sbup in tho 'rhermos instond of colt) lnger. 

I , . , 

"J~n~d;'J.:l - UuU, s tit l virt·101J.y no Hind, .;o. no wine! mill (sorry , must learn to call 
:i.t an ae:cogeneratcr). \o/orlncsday, ·.-rake to the scund of the for; siren, but the mist 
dradu"'.lly clenr·~d d;rin] thJ ~j[l~; as the wind began to freshen . Thursnay - clear, but 
much colde.:-. Strong ,.fi.nds \·10-::-k:i.ng 'LllCmsclvos up in.to gale force. Anyone- else been 
cat~ht bet.reen Pondsbury ant'! 'I'ibbets in a horizontal hail storm? I <'lion ' t know that 
hnil could find so mnny points of entry into.what I nnl thOU3ht '-~'f.lS woterproof cloth-
ing. An'J T~bbet3 11:1s lockccl, · 

"J:(~.1rs<Jay night was spect[tcular . Only those . of you who have 11slep t " under R corrugn­
toc1 iron roof vdth t3ale force 9 .. winds gusting to 50 mph with intermittent hl'l.il storms, 
;:ill k.:1ovr wP.. . .a,t· I mean \·Then I say it \·ms a memvrRble night ! Durin:~ which the airport 
vras put out of acti on bccnuse c,f damat;o to the terminal builling - it w1s blown over 
-~:--e w:tll ! 

:?;:oi..dn.'{ - sir.1ilar but th8 vfinrl vms not q).'li te so sevc:ro; - just normal 'llles t t.lrl i es 
r·.::l··LnG movement difficult, but not impossible , with several ships shel terine; in 
T .:n<ly RoadE~ i and .. magnificent seas on the \·lest side. 

' 
'·§_~t<.::_~_?..Y ..,,. as decision cny the "Polnr BeAr" W'lS cJIDcelled so did vre want t o 
!'ly bac:-::, or postpone our <leparture for a fov1 clays? A13onis fnt~ <'liscussi0ns be foro 
.fnrnily commitments forcecl t:s up an·'l over to Har'liland Point . • ••• 

"It 1-1'.:13 K.i:l;h something 0f n shock '-~'0 watched the mid-i-leek a rr ival of the "Polar Bear" 
nr.t1 eau a Hentleoan in blac!-;: top hat and scarlet frock coa t emordC · It was TS\.IT 'l'V 
p.::~.:Jonali ty David You-:-:g vrho had been tourin; the v/estcountry. in the guise of an 
eni.'ly poctriUln and couldn't resist a trip to Lun(ly to see how the mail used to be 
delivered . Saclly, I minseci the actual transmissi'm but no doubt thcrH are a fm-1 

snapshots in lih0 Tavern ·~o reco:::d the cv8nt . 

ti;::ach to their 0\-ln, but travel by helicpt~)r for ;.:;.:: is too fast . One moment on Lundy, 
lo;!'l; i.n that island \Vorlcl wo all hold d<:nr; a few minutes later clepos ite<'l at 
Hartland Point and back intio the vrorlcl of motorcars, cnrp~rks (aml charges) , r oads, 
nncl :~eople, with Ll:ndy a million miles "!.Hay , yet still tantalisinc;ly in sight , wai tine 
fc:r ncxi. •;;j 'TC. 11 

.fR_911_f~Hi.~L-~J\~N~_l~~iiiVT~ 'D.YiR~ • ••• exce.':pts (betwoen 1872 and 1878) 

'i.'l'obody d olng anythint:s anu everybody hel pint; 
Everybody ,ua nothing pa·Aticular and the rest lonkecl on 
'F'otj._;y, ', .•j_ th sw1.ll shini.nt; re pen t~nces and Het relapses 
'I\: cl ve herrings ar:r ive"', HtJl cc:mctj, taken in, done for 
S~dff (came) general fly round lively and follo1-1ed by general subsidence 
S):.iff (came) skirmish as u~ual and every round thing in every sq•lare thing ' s place. 11 
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ACROSS 
1. Drunk in Holland, Pancho'a lost nothing - is confused and meets paddle steamer. (8) 
5. Mischievous little thing gets to perform and makes hit. (6) 

10 . Cardinal, counting: on market fall, normally comes to Lundy. ( 5, 4) 
11. In water the,re' a· an indeterminate amount - of cephalopod molluscs? ( 5) 
12. When more of Lundy can be seen. (3, 4) 
13. Judge has to use oars backwards to arrive at boat . (7) 

· 15 . Poet ''li th r .etreat apparently treated by 25. ( 6) 
16. Navy takes three letters for distribution after the second: some come from 

· Plymouth. ( 8) 

18 .· From Lundy what you see to south-east with a southern headland. (8) 
20 . Foolishly indulges in plunder and does damage . (6) 

· 2~. -- Sounds · as if Father didn't catch t he fortune--teller. {7) 
24 . Quiet editor took breathing apparat~~ ~nd dived. (7) 
26. Face in this state may be encouraging -· or may it? ( 3, 2 ) 
28. Pub's dry - no recycled water north of Old Light (9 ) 
29. Communist is followed by American detective; it's ruddy fishy! (6) 
30 . One for punctilio, and second one who makes you laugh . (8) 

Continued/ •• ••.. 



DOWN 
1 . Apprentice pretends to be upside down and helps to protect flower. (5) 
2 . Why all a fla"' can disturb is a stony barrier? ( 7, 4) 
3. Trans~ort system for conveying vltal essential under pressure . (7) 
11. No~<~, almost, arranged to operate in . a~vance. ( 6) 
6. Putting anti-flood devices into kiddies' stomach would make U. S. rodent 

stand on head . (7) 
7. Has bit pat>t in Cleopatra's play. '< 3) 
8 . Gay clothes se:tdom permitted on J...undy . (9) 
9. Mix up rye concoction in source · of tavern supplies. (7) 

14. Bird gets ho t mak i ng mistake over hoax victim . (7 , 4) 
15 . Fashion paper said to remove itself from sight. (9) 
1.7 . This \'lill gtve you the pip ·-' ·a rei:O. deathly message . ( 7) 
19 . Catch that man with strong desire.to return to top part of house. (7) 
21 . Prudence is ilmost ill- ~<~ould : ~e·worse if . she took this! (7) 
22 . Old instrument made from wood ~fih t in outside . (6) 
25. Equipment found in laundry eradicates dampness. (5) 
27 . Starts givi'ng publicit_Y to pursuit of pleasure . ( 3) 

Chambers' Dictionary is recommended. Hyphens in answers are not indicated . 

- - · - - - - - - - - - - - - - - C. Betts 

TAKING PHOTOGRAPHB 

1. Simple Rules 

2. 

3.; 

4. 

5o 

6o 

* Hold the camara still. It is usually a good idea to rest the camera or yourself 
against something soli~o 

* Keep horizons leve 1, .~d buildings .u'pright. 
* Do not put horizons ·across the middle of the picture; d·o not put a strong y,e . .t;t.~.cal 

line in the middle of the picture. 
;· ~ .. 

Advanced Rules 
1 * 'It is often best to have the main point of interest about 3 of the way ~cross the 

'picture. 
* 
* 

Diagonal patterns are u!lually more. interesting than horizontaL 
In po;rtraits, focus .on the eyes. 

* In portraits, the .subject should look straight at the camera, or into the picture -
that is, to the left if 'the. ·subject is .right-of-centre, and vice-versa. 

* In landscapes, put something in· (house, person, cow, etc.) to ·give an idea of scale. 
* In difficult lighting conditions eog. against the ]ght - try to set the expo-

sure from the back of your hand o 

Colours 
* It is difficult to take a picture with two or more strong colours. They look 

muddled. You can get a good effect with one strong splash of .colour- a land­
scape with a person in a scarlet anorak, for instance. 

:Cight and Shade 
~ Look at the subject ignoring colour. See it in light and dark , and ·try to balance 

these. For example, '. if you have a lot of light on one side , get s~mething light 
the other side as \o/ello 

Planes , . 
* When you look at a subject, you can mentally separate the main subject from its 

background and surroun~ings. The camera cannot, so it will show..everything that. 
you· can ignore. Try to see the subject as a flat plape, background and fore.grol,lnd 
together. 

The Rules 
* Ignore any and all of these rules if you like.· 

The Essence of a Good Photograph · . 
* When you see something that yeu want t 'o photograph, v1ork out 

tu~e. Then try to take the picture so that other people will 
liked it. 

why you like the pie-· 
be able to see why you 

A.J.B.W. 



- 1(.) -

THE MONTt10RENCY & MARISCO FAMILIES 

In the last ne\oTSletter I mentioned the worl< of Herve de Montmorency Morres (pub.l828) on the 
Montmorency and Marisco family. Michael Freer of Norwich wrote to me, sending me Notes he 
made upon the subject about 25 years ago for Stanley Smith's "Lundy Review". I am making 
leSs use of them than I might because S.S. is \vri ting his Memoirs, which \>Till include refer­
ence to the reviews, but the Notes made me take another look at the family myself. 
M.F's state:=; that 11both Chanter and Steinmann assert that the Mariscos and the Montmorencys 
were one family; both derived this 'information' from a book that has been the cause of more 
historico-genealogical mistakes than practically any other - •'The Montemorencys of France and 
Ireland", published in Paris in 1828. It was compiled by the simple process of placing any 
one of whom mediaeval records existed -- and whose name \vas something like Morres, Montmorency 
Marisco, Marreys - on the same family tree. It has been rejected as practically useless, 
certainly as far as the early part of the pedigree is concerned, by every genealogist ofnot~' 

"Lundy Bristol Channel" by A.& M. Langham (Broadacre Books 196o) in the chapter on the 
de Mariscos1 says "The Mariscos (kno\·m also as de Montmorency, Marsh and by other derivations) 
were a Norman family which spread throughout Europe to such an extent that King Henry IV of 
France referred to them as the first house and family in Europe after that of the Bourbons. 
The name , meaning 'of the marsh', probably refers to the district in Normandy where the firsL 
members settled. Genealogists have searched long for the origins of the English branch of the 
family which probably descended from a Geoffrey de Marisco who came here with the Conqueror in 
1n66. It. is nmv knovm that one of Henry I's many illegitimate children , who was born about 
J.lOO, was named \oJilliam de Marisco. 11

· They do not substantially alter their view in "Lundy" 
(David & Charles 1970). f/i .F. believes that the idea that "the Montmorencys and !•1ariscos .,.,ere 
one is certainly not true" . 

After a necessarily superficial look at ( secondary) sources, I \vould be inclined to agree that 
it is not t~ue ; but certAinty is not somethinti one could easily , if ever , re~ch. 

'rhe earliest Montmorency I could find in the D.N. B. Vc>.J. XIII( OUP 1968) w~s Hervey de M0unt 
1'1aurice (c.ll69) \o~hose name appears variously as : Monte f'lauricii, Monte Harisco, Monte Marecy , 
i•1ont Harreis , 11ontmorenci, Mumoreci, 11omorci. 

'['he D. N.B. says "he may not unreasonably be held to have beloneed to the same line as the 
J"lontmorencies of France (of this there is not conclusive proof, but see Du Chesne 11Histoire 
Gimealo(jioue de ia fjaison de Montmorency" 11 Montmorency-11orres Genealogical .Memoir •• • · '')." 

Hervey de t1ount t·auxice is said (accord in~ to D. N.B.) ' •y Herv~ de Il'iontmorency J.1oTres to hav,. 
been the son of a Robert FitzGeoffrey, Lord of Huntspill-Marreis, by his wife Lucia , dauehte~ 
of Al1exander de Alneto. The D.N.B. (Hithout revealin~ : vThy) says this has been made up and 
may be dismissed . The D.N.13. prefers Du Chesne genealoi_;y. There does , however , appenr to be 
some evidence that a Geoffrey de M3risco did hold Huntspill in 1166 (quoted by Ii. F. from 
~ric Gt. J . Brooks' article in the Journal of the Royal Societ~ of Antiquaries of Ireland 
(1931 and 1932) vols.lxi lxj..)' entitled ' The Family of I1ariscp ' 
A vflll iam de rrlt-:t dsco \ d . 122) \oTaS married to Lucy de A lneto ~a cord ing to the family tree in 
' Lundy Bristol Channel'.) Hervey de Mount ~ 
There is also an I~ish connexion before Justiciar Geoffrey de Mnrisco (d.l245~ent to Ireland 
in ll69 sent by Richard 1!:arl of Pembro1<e (CtrongbO\·T) to report on affairs there to the 8arl 
(D.N. 13. ) .. Girald us· Cambrensis allo\oTS that Hervey de JV'ount Iilaurice "'as one of the four princi­
pal conquerors of the Irish. Much of the D . ~.f .H ' s evidence about Hervey c'le 11ount JVJauric,e ccmes 
from Giro.ldus Cambrensis. G.C. was an aristocratic V!elsh scholar-priest, a contemporary of 
Herv~yd:! f1ount Mauriy<l : reliable in some ways but w~i ting primarily as a propagandist. 
Geofrrey de Marisco ~Justicia~ or Vice-roy oT irelandJ was Hervey de Mount Maurice's nephew. 
Giraldus Cambrensis says Hervey de l\'iount l1aurice left no legitimate childl'e 1. 'rhere would 
appear also to be a Royal (if bastard) connexion. From the 1971 ·gncyclopaedia 11ritannica 
under "Montmorency" , comes the statement "Matlieu I de Montmorency, constable of Ti'ranco from 
1138, married first Aline a na tuxal da~hter of Henry I of l.illt;land . A l•!illiam de I1ar.isco 
r c.llOO) is given in the family tree (••Lundy Bristol Channel") as a natuxal son of Henry I. 
In the s -::me tree, a Jordan de l1aris.co ( c.ll30) is shovm as married to Agnes Comin. daughter 
of a bastard grandson of Henry I. 

J ohn Comyn ( brother to Agnes) \otas Archbishop of Dublin (the Irish Connexion again) , and , says 
the D.N.B. was devoted to the service of Henry II. The mm also says ( thoueh "'i thout giving 
grounds ) " there is nothing improbable in his belongin~ to the grea t family of Comyn. It 
might account for Scottish help given to the 'l'rai tor •/illiam de Ma.risc~ (The Comyns had Royal 
pretensions in Scotland.) It seems to me, even in so brief a survey as this, that one cannot 
~ :'! tirely sweep asid e Col . Herve de Montmorenci J.VJOrres - "'ho was, by the way, an Irishman. 

A. s. 'vi . 
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COLL~~TING BOOKS ABOV.r LUNDY. 

by Myrtle ·Ternstrom. 

In making a Lundy collection you must first decide on your policy -
either a) Collect everything •vith a mention of Lundy . 

or b) Collect only informative rnateri~l. 
The process becomes something of a treasure hunt , since the most . 
desirable items are scarce. Two methods should be used in conjunction: 
1. Ask book searchers for the items you want . You can find advertisements 

in newspapers and magazines (The Countryman. is particularly good) 
The book flnders often offer ~ very ~ood service , and there 
is no charge other than the cost of the books you buy . The 
more specific you are in your request the better; but you can just 

say11 anything to do with Lundy11 and see what turns up - it is also 
helpful to specify anything you don ' t need , in that. case. 

2 . Painstakingly t;;o through the shelves of every second- hand bookshop 
that ;you can; look under 'Topography , :Oevon' and also in the Natural 

History section . Try jumble sales, book fairs ·etc, and when 
you are rummaging, don ' t forget to look at pamphlets, and look for 

prints also . 

Since it is impossible here to list everything having some mention 
of Lundy , I nill concentrate on details of the most desirable books 
that form the core of a well furnished Lundy library: 
1 . · Blackwell .A. l!! , The Char~. and History of.Instow with I,undy Island. 

pub . Instow PQrish Council 1948 
2 . Boundy . dyndham 3 . ;sushe 11 an<f Harman of r,undy . Gazette PrintinG 

Service, Bideford 1961. 
3. Chanter The Hev . J·.R . Lund~ Island . First pub . 1871 . This 

book was the first publishe , and it is very scarce . It can 
be found in a bound volume , or in Transactions of the Devonshire 
Ass ociation Vol: 4 1871, or as a reprint from the latter . The 
au·chor never actually visited Lundy , but received information 
from the Rev .Hudson Heaven . 

4 . Current Archaeolop:y. No 8 . May 1968 8~ No 16 . Sept .l969. 
5 . Dawson .~ . C. Bishop I-I~nnington. 1886 Seel ey & Co . 
6 . :l.!!therton.P,T, & Barlow. V. I,und;y the Tempestuous Isle •. 

Lutterworth 1950 . Very inaccurate. 
7 . Gade.l!' .W, Mb I,ife on IJundy . Privatly Published 1978 (out of 

print.) - 50 .numbered copies, 250 un- numbered . 
8 . Gardner . K. S. Lundy: An Archaeological Field Guide . pub. Landmark 

Trust circa 19?0 . 
9. Gosse . P .H. Land and Sea . 1864. Sometimes also found as 

Sea and Land . 
10 . Gough . J .W. The Superl~tive Prodigal ,l932 . pub: Universi ty 

of Bristol . The life of Thomas Bushell. Very Scarce . 
11. Grose .F. The Antigui ties of :J£ngland and Wales. Vol .@ 1776 

pp.l91- 6 treat of Lundy , and include two p1ctures and a plan 
of the castle. Apart from libraries, I have only seen one 
set of volumes intact - the books are usually split , and the contents 

sold separately . So look for . these in the prints section under 
Devon and Castles . 

12 . Langham .A. &rv'I . Lundy . 1970 D.:1vi d & Charles . Reprinted 19W+ 
It seems presumptuous to include our own publications , but 
a great deal of research has gone into them! 

13 . L~ngham . M . A , A Lundy Album. Privatly printed 1980 . Contact 
Peter Cole RG /.1·50?·1 

11·~ . Lloyd.L . Lungz . 1925 LongmJ.ns Green . Scarce. 
15 National Geographical Magazine . May l9Li·7. Contains an article 

on Lundy with s ome f500d photos . It is quite possible to find 
these, given patience to sort through the stacks - I bought 
one the other day for 50p. 

16. The North Devon Magazine . Barnstaple 182~· . Contains accounts 
of visits made to Lundy in 1752 and 1787 . Very scarce . 



19 . 
20. 

21 . 

22 . 

23 . 

24 . 
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Page . J .L .W. The Coasts of Devon 1895 . Horace Cox. 
Rogers . Inkerman. un y .s an . :) • ln 1n ·eresting little 
pamphlet with translated excerpts from the Rolls . Rare . 
Perry .n. Lund~, Island of Puff ins . 19Ll-O JJindsay Drumruond . 
Powicke . I1' . li!f . he Murder of Henr Clement and the Pirates of Lund 
Island . :pub in Iistory . ol 2:J ~ o 100 Marc .1. 
Sack.John. Heport from Practically Howhere . 1955 . Harper l·Tew 
York. One of the liveliest modern accounts I have read. You 
will need an American book searcher . 
St~inman Steinman . G. Some Account of the Islo.nd of Lundy . 
1837. Published in Coll ecttanea Topof;r o.phica et Genealogica . 
Private reprint by M. C .Harman 194-7 . 
Transactions of the Devonshire Association . Vol XCll 1960. 
Vol 108 1976; Vol 110 1978. · 
Watt- Smyrk. J . Lundy . 1936 . Pamphlet . 

You will f ind more extensive lists in the Biblio~raphy listed 
in the lOth Annual Report of the Lundy Field Society , 1956 , and 
in the back of Lan[hams ' Lundy . 

It is worth collecting Guide Books , also the LFS Reports, and 
copies of the Illustrated Lundy i'Tews 1970- 1975 are keenly sought 
aftel;' . 

If you can ' t find all these,. don 1 t despair - most libraries now 
have a photocopying service. :t:Wer ything i s t o be f ound at the British 
~fl.useum; you can apply to have a roadersticket f or a day or longer , 
or you can write to the Director of the Tieading Room to ask for 
help in getting photocopies. 

It i s difficult to give a guideline on price - in the final analysis 
you just have to decide if the price is v1orth it to you. In any 
case , most of the books are a e ood investment . Good r,uck ! I'L0ct. l984. 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CLIMBING Ol'T LUNDY . 

by l~ . M .Lawder . Rear-Admiral . 

(Being an exract from a letter he wrote to t he Bditor . ) In the 
1950s a friend and I were exploring tbe north coast of Devon to look 
at climbing possibilit ies. In 1960 we visited Lundy by ·iJhe paddle 
stea.mer and at once saw how good it was . So the next year a party 
went over and started on the cliff' s . We had a wonderful time , and 
I led the first ascent of the Devil 1 s Slide , v1hich was quit.e something 
at 68 . From then on I climbed there quite a lot , and in 1971 (I think 
i t was that year) the BBC Bristol had me on a rr;v programme titled 
' Lawder 1 s Lundy 1 • By then I had been on the liB'S Committee though 
as a climber my knowledge of birds and other dcientif.ic matters 
wa s that of an interested amateur and a good deal of tihe talk was 
over my head . Also the years were moun·!;ing up, as was my activity 
on the cliffs , so I didn ' t e;o over much to the ·~sland • My time 
s:::>ent there was regretfully short , bu-G with the 1 old gang 1 -vvas most 
en joyable and to read the detailed items you have so well produced 
has given me much pleasure . 

TR.L!iVOH Df. VEY and H!LBBIT S in J:8i:-JNY 1 S COV.c; . 

by Alan Johnston . 

I t was all so easy thi s year (1984) on the lst May leaving via 
Jenny ' s Cove . John Alfo:cd the carpenter took my case from me at 
the top of the Pyramid and with two other pi eces of luggage he 
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descended,surefooted , over the r ocks to where Denver Scoins , Master 
of the Polar Bear , and a crew member wait.ed on the calm water in an 
inflatable dinghy. Reg Tuffin and I, together with luggage and the 
Island mail bag, were soon in the dinghy with the nonchalant Denver 
and , propelled by ari outboard mot or, we quickly reached the Polar 
Bear and climbed aboard. In t wenty minutes all of the returning 
visitors were on board, luggage in the hold, the dinghy made fast 
beneath a large green tarpaulin .and the Polar Bear heading for 
Ilf'racombe. 

During t he descent of the grass slope (trying not to tread on 
the thrift which was in its very first days of full bloom) and down 
over the r ocks of the Pyramid my mind went back to 1960 - perhaps 
it was 1961 .- ~- I remembered that it was approaching dusk on i.!:aster 
Monday and those who had come to Lundy on Good Friday for the Easter 
break were at the beginning of their journey back to Bideford. On 
that evening the Lundy Gannet was anchored a lont~ way out to the 
west of Jenny ' s Cove and her Master the unf orgettable Trevor Davey , 
was loading his dine;hy at the foot <;>f the Pyramid. Landlubbers 
questioned the wis<lom of the Gannet ' s position: why did Trevor need 
to anchor the vessel so far away from the Island. No doubt ';rrevor 
would argue that he neede searoom in case the wind suddenly changed 
from easterly and the Gannet dragged her anchor. Trevor, as always , 
was taking no chances. 

On that :Gaster Monday more than t wenty years. ago I had not completed 
my stay on the island and was on the slope above Jenny~s Cove only 
to assist \'i.=ith the lugga(!;e of those "vho needed. to return that day. 
Those of u s vvho have packed. for Lundy know only too well of t he 
need for ~11 those extras ; tough f ootwear , cold weather clothing 
and waterproofs. All this needed to be carried down to the water 
at the base of the Pyramid together with s ome rather special bundles: 
Lund.y rabbits. 

I aught really to say something about the rabbits because it was 
them and Trevor ' s reaction to them at the f oot of the Pyramid which 
always comes to mind when anyone mentions leaving Lundy from Jenny ' s . 
As was their custom over several Easters Chris Price and his friends 
were staying that year in the old hotel and during the day, Saturday 
I think, . they had staked out a long net for fifty yards or so along 
the east side of the Brick Field . The first I knew of the net was 
at the briefing in the Iviarisco Tavern that ·nigh·c after dinner. Chris 
stood at the bar near to the end where the :Mart ell ' s picture of the 
J.1ife Restorer u sed t o hang before John Dyke painted theaw~ral of the 
L~nding. Beach. He told us we were about to ;:5o rabbiting in order 
to be succes~ful we shoul d pay attention to d8tails and strictly 
adhere to them throughout the operat ion. The very thoue:ht of the 
Briclc Field at that time of night with the rain slanting down on 
a howling wind was enough to make one move nearer to the flames 
consuming the drift wood in the fireplace. 

Chris told us of his plan: we were to abandon our drinks for the 
time being, ~o to our rooms fpr more suitable att ire - those were 
the collar and tie days - and re·-o.ssemble, complete with torch, in 
the Tavern. Then we should all proceed up the Hig-h Street and in 
sine;le file at ten-pace intervals into the Brick li'iel d. Silence 
was important- no noise and no lights . until the signal from Chris ' s 
t orch.. Then in line abreast the whole company should walk qu ickly 
eastwards across the field towards the net, ·torches f lashing and 
our voices making the maximum noise. Chris emphasised the need 
for stealth in our preparations; the feeding rabbits were not to 
know of our presence before the signal f or our ' Advance ' when they 
would be so frightened by the numerous lights and the shoutiJ?.g that 
they would run quickly away from us until they became entangled in 
the mesh of the net. It all sounded like a good plan and by the 
time Chris had finished we felt quite excited aboutr it. In ten 
minutes or so we were suitably clad and making our way up the Hi gh 
Street and grateful that the rain had reduced to a mere spot or 
two on the wind . Chris had told us that by the time we reached the 
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Brick ]'ield our eyes should be accustomed to the darkness and so 
it was , more or less . We felt our v1ay in single file past the gate 
i nto the Brick Field . The first person halted , the second walked 
ten paces further and came to a halt, the third antoher ten , and 
so on until the line was complete . The last to join the line was 
Chris who halted , turned east and then signalled the 'Advance '. 
The operation was a coLlplete success . We reached the net roughl y i n 
line to see the rabbits stru~glinp i n the mesh o Chris and h i s fri ends 
C<:irried out the second stage of the operation : the rabbits , about 
a dozen if my memory serves me right , were quickly s tunned and made 
ready f or the hook . . 

Soon afterwards , in the warmth of the Tavern , we a ll agreed this 
unexpected experience had been most enjoyable and could be added 
to the list of replies to that mainland quest ion; ' what do you do 
on Lundy? ' We spoke of rabbit recipes and the delir:,hts in store 
for those who would enjoy them. At that time because of myxomatosis 
on the mainl and it had been five or six years since anyone ther e 
had seen a heal thy British rabbit . 

To return to the pyramid , busy with passengers , helpers, personal 
l ug6age and rabbits; all wBre descending over the rocks towards 
t )1c dinghy below . Trevor had rowed the dinghy several tir.J.es between 
tile distant Gannet and the Island and was loading for the final trip 
back t o his ship . It was obvious that all that remained on the 
Pyramid was too much for one dinghy load but ~rrevor insisted that 
he could not return again - the water was d0veloping quite a surge 
beneath the dinghy . So, two passen8ers and their luggage would 
need to r eturn to the hotel . 

I can see the scene now; water rising and fal l i nB against the 
smooth rock on the east side ol.' the Pyramid, Trevor trying t o hold 
on with ho..nd and oar to :__, t cad;;r th;.; fl.inghy , a vis i tor climbing in 
and then the rabbits be ing passed down . Trevor took the rabbits 
and said: ' No room for these ' and flun~ them into the sea . ' One. 
mere ' . A visitor scrambled int o the d.in~hy and Trevor skilfully 
raa.;.1oeuvred out of the cove towards the Lundy Gannet . 

Later I heard that once aboard with luggage and din3hy stowed , 
f ci~ders inboard , all ropes neatly coiled, and decks swabbed, Trevor 
i::~. the wheelhouse instructed his Mate to wei :::;h anchor . The anchor 
winch was hand operated via two cranks , one at eaeh end of a horizontal 
drum which wound the cable . The winch wus so cl ose to the deck I 
remember thinking it had been designed for operdtion by pygmies . 
So with some discomfort the Mate and a passenger weighed anchor 
whilst Trevor got the Gannet under way . 

Watching from the top of the Pyramid not yet half way through 
my holiday I had mixed thou~hts . There wa s that question again: 
' What do you do on Lun<ly? ' but the one I kept asking myself was : 
' Yihy did Trevor cast those rabbits into the deep? ' I knew he could 
havr taken them and. his ' No room for these ' was an excuse, not a 
reu.son . It was not until much later that I l earned the answer . 
JaJ.;.e Strick , now resident on Bardsey, told me that the superst i tious 
marL~er will not take fur aboard his vessel . 
l?.Q May .l984. Alan Johnston . 
C;~x·'..iract from subsequent letter AJ wrote to Ed . ) 1 I cannot remember 
whether or not I changed the last sentence from ' --- will not take 
fur-- - ' to ' will not take rabbit fur--- 1 • I don ' t think I did and 
feel now that it is important . I discussed t his with a friend retired 
f r om a working life at sea who confirmed this superstition about 
r F..bbi t fur . He recalled an extreme case of a seanan who saw a rabbit 
wh':m on his way to join his ship and turned round. to return home . ) 

WOI-:KING PARTY OR LUNDY - F.ciBl.mAHY 198Ll-. 
ty Doug Kestell . 

In October 1983 I received a ~hone call from Peter Cole , the LFS 
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Secretary, asking i f I would be interested in organ1s1ng a working 
party on behalf of the Society to assist the Landmark Trust on the 
island at the end of the winter . I didn ' t require a second bidding 
but was doubtful if we could raise the necessary dozen requested . 

During the past few years i had made the a cquaintanc e qf Clive 
Mason, the Non- vocational Training Officer from Land Rover and we 
had previously discussed the possibility of getting some 6f his 
apprentices across to the island . Within ten minutes of the call 
from Fete I had phoned Clive who was most enthusiast ic and ready 
to put the matter t o his superiors but didn ' t expect any problems . 

A few days passed and the idea began to ~ake shape . We would 
delay the scheme until February so that it could be fitted into 
the Land Rover t raining programme and there would be more daylight . 
Landmark would place the Barn at our disposal and provide transport 
on the Pol ar Bear . The J.i'ield Society would give a grant of ZlO per 
head , the apprentices would make a contribution to their food bill 
and Land Rover would meet the balance . Our next problem wa s the 
tides which affected the sailins- times of the Polar Bear . Our outward 
trip on Feb . l8th was an 07 . 00 sailing . This meant that the party 
woul d have to leave the Midlands after ·work on Friday and Clive 
arranged f or them to st .... ty the night at the Youth Hostel at Instow. 
I arrived at Bideford on Fri day evening and s lept aboard the Polar 
Bear after arranging f or the local Police to keep an eye on the 
Land Rover o.i1i trailer which was t o be parked at Bank End . 

Saturday the 18th da\~ed bright and clear and at 06 . 30 a rather 
sceptical number of apprentices arrived at the Quay having been 
told that they woul d be staying in a barn for a week . Sailing was 
right on schedule at 07.00 and in the early rnorninc~ it was a marvellous 
trip down the Torridge, so much more i nterest ine; tahn the I lfracombe 
departures . Slowly the apprentices (nine males and two females) 
began to come to life and in no title at all ,.,e \7ere dropping anchor 
in the Landing Bay. The disembarkat ion into the Shern was interesting 
to say the least, with it rising and falling like a lift , but soon 
we had our feet on dr y land and were installed in the Barn in time 
for an early lunch. After lunch I t ook the party on a quick tour 
of the South End and the rest of the d~y was their o~n to settle 
in and get organised . 

One of the main tasks was to clear out Black Shed and to s et up 
the newly acquired one and a hal f t on lathe and ot;her machines to 
form a workshop in the south end of the shed and to fix nineteen 
stee l storage cabinets along the west wall of the workshop . As well 
as this all the potent i a l museum e)mibits were to be removed to 
join the old North Li ght opt ic in the Rocket Shed . The paraffin 
tanks and the clockwork mechanism were extremely heavy but were all 
moved t oget her with various bits of aeroplane and ship . This was 
the major task and t ook all the week wi th the largest proport ion 
of bodies allocated to this project • By the end of t he week it 
was possible t o hold a dance i f ne c essary on t he vast acres of va cant 
space in the Bl ack Shed . 

Whilst this was ~oing on tl1e followin~ tasks were also undertaken. 
A start was made on suraightening the rhododendron path under the 
supervision of Landmark Trust surveyors who were present for a few 
days . J ohn Al f ord was also assisted in the buildine of the Lundy 
Brewery and by the time we left the floor had been laid and the 
tiling on the walls had commenced. Assistance was a lso rendered 
t o men working on the new drainage system in Mi llcombe Valley . 

During the ' 83- ' 84 winter tha wall at the bottom of Mill combe 
Drive on the east side just above the gates had collapsed into the 
garden. It had been rebuilt. by Steve Wing up to about half of the 
origina l height, but t he other hal f of the wall was scattered over 
the garden in an unsi ghtly mess . Tb.e island now possesses a stone­
crusher and this was positioned just belov1 the e:ates and all the 
stones were brought from the garden and fed into the machine and 
the residue was then u sed to fill potholes in Beach Road . After 
this had been done t he garden was completely dug over and was a 
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very satisfying sight on completion . 
deveral other tasks were also undertaken. The Castle Shelter 

has now been moved to a position near the t op of Hi gh Street and 
we he lped in building a block wall around its lower' sides~ b'very 
day one person was seconded to Sterling Melhuish to carry otrl.; the 
f e ·':'m feeding rounds . 'J~hir:> proved to be one of the most j?Opular 
ch~re s after the first person bad almost t o be press- ganged into it~ 
A couple of smaller tasks wer e the cleaning out of the floor of the 
u.:tm-room at the Battery which had succumbed t o the wintering Soay 
Cl.~.eep and after clearing out the mess the brick , granite and slate 
fl:.:>or was revealed in all its p;lory . it few hours were also spent 
o~ repairs to the Quarter Wall IJ.'rap • 

.1::'.: ;;ry. <iay one of the apprenticeo was put in char3e and r eported 
to ~T0hn Puddy for the days instructions and then he or she detailed 
V0.·7·:!.~''-lS bo<iies to the tasks f or t he day . In the evening after dinner 
t l_ ... :to vrere lectures and each person had ·e o \Jri't e up notes to enable 
t Lem to 1:')i.ve an indi vidUi:ll p:cesen:tation on their r .=turn to Land Rover . 

B ec rJ.1.1;;,C,() of their backc;r ound the opportunity could not be missed 
to Ci1i~::y· ~,)tit much needed work on the Islr.lnd Land novcr. 'l'wo new 
<lcors we;.:r."J taken across to0ether with J.. new fl.'ont bumper and a complet e 
set of bruke l inings . All of these were f itted du:rinr; the later part 
of the week , once we had made room in the Black Shed. 

Saturday the 25th was t o be the last day with the departure scheduled 
foT about 22.30 . The plan :;.;as to curry out a litter sweep on the 
South Ji:nd in the morning , have an early lunch, then procead on a 
North End expedition , have dinner , clean out the Barn and then depart. 
The litter sweep was completed successfully and it was then noticed 
that an east wind wan n1aking things extremel y live ly in the Landing 
Bay . J"ohn Puddy culled in t o say that embarkation could. possibly 
be brought forward . We l:.ad lunch and departed on a sli:_~htly shortened 
tour and arrived back at th~ Barn at about 15. 30 to be asked to be 
on the Beach for 16 . 00 ! The dinner was in the oven. Panic ! An 
express dinner at 16 . 00 './as followed by a li;:;htning clean up and we 
wer e on the Beach f or 16 . 45 ready to [ O throueh the r ather wet process 
of embarkation. ~l e all made it safely and eventually sailed about 
18 . 00 . This meant that we h:td to w~Lit f or the tide at Bideford and 
we finally berthed at about 00 . 30 . A Burger and Chip V:J.n was still 
open on the '.~uay and. some of the par·ty hungril y :iemolishcd what they 
considered t o be the only real f ood they h.:td. consumed for a week. I 
returned to my bunk on the Polar Bear after v:aving goodbye to the 
departin~ Land Rover . 

In conclusion , the week was a great success . The Island could 
not have carried out the tasks as the manpower required would have 
been equal to the entir0 Island population. The apprentices were 
put into a completely different envircimment and encouraged to think 
and work as a a group which was an invaluable experience ·. It is 
hoped. that this pilot scheme will be of mutual bcnifit to all 
cocerned . 
(0live Mason will make u. presenta n of this and a subsquent visit 
to Lundy at the AGM on 2nd N1arch 1987 . ) 

WILDIJIF.·~ CON3ERVATION A1~D LUNDY . 

Dr . Keith IIisc.ock . BSc PhD . 

Over the past eighteen months, Dr Daniels has pursued a campaign 
a go.inst the Nature Cons rvancy Council and , in my view , against the. 
sensible planninc; of wildlife conservation measures on Lundy . His 
s el ect ion of quotations and notes are of course biased tovJards his 
case but are mostly journalistic nonsense . To perpetuate the suggestion 
t ha.t NCO is seeking 1 t o establish statutory cont:;,.~ol of Lundy 1 is 
micchievious since that cannot be bo t heir aim. The statutory powers 
they pursue are for desi0nation and do not inhibit or prevent studies 
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of wildlife or access t o areas . If such measures '.!iere re(!uired , 
they woul d have t o be the subject o:f the most d~tailed consultations 
and agreement . The NCC has always soueht t o consul t over such conservat ion 
measures and to reac~1 agreement with relevant bodies . I:o.deed the 
voluntary cnservation bodies have been critical of NCC fo~ compromising 
too much, not makin3 full use of its pov'Ters and thus losing yet 
more of our natura l l10ritagc . The NCC does nothave the povyer and , 
I believe , does not wi sh to have the po~er , to pursue the degree 
of control Dr Danicls would like us to imaffine t hey seek . It does 
have nc:tt ional pmvel.~s , which already ap .)ly to Lundy , t o issue licens(1s 
for various activities s uch us the tak:Lngof chicks f or experimental 
purposes and Dr Duniels might fell thut ·these pO\lers are restrictive . 
However , they are dcsi '·:ned t o pr~vcnt irresponsible behaviour and 
the r esponsibl e scientist and q_u~lified amateur have n othint; to 
fear from these roguL:.1tions . There is noVI che po s f.Jibility of fruitful 
co-operation betv:·cen th~ NCO and l)andmark 'l'rust \.lilih the LI:'S c losely 
involved and an;y attempt t o v;reck thut co-o-ycration is deplorable. 
The Committee of t he Society has been fully c onsulted on the marine 
reserve proposa l s and on the re- scheduling of the Sit e od Special 
Scientific Interest deuic::nated l:J.a ny years ago on Lundy . The management 
plan drafted by the r~I~S several years ago ir3 th·8 basis for many of 
these discussions . I wish to call upon the Society to refute :D Daniels 
stGJ.tements and to as\: f.or your support in achievi ng the status and 
protection whi ch we all lmo·.-,~ Lu.1:1dy deserves to ensure the conservat ion 
of i ts unique wildlife . 

by J i m :B'reeman. 

its a first time vicito_c t o Lundy, nobody ha d ·;:;old n e about Quarry 
Beach . ]'ull of youthf ul zeal and vi~~ our I v1as :::;triding o.own to that 
oh - so- virtuous pre - breakfast sv1im when I waB c.cc osted by P.atrick 
Penny . 1 Ah Jim , we 1 re brin~ing a rail v~heel up from (.~u.arry Beach; 
your help woul~ be appreciated . ' Anxious t o p l ease I readily agreed: 
whats in a rai l wheel? In a voice used to instruct t he hard of 
hearing and weak of intellect , he explained . Quarries , railways , 
violent storms and all n i ght or~ies were mentioned , but; heedlessly 
I s vJam on oblivious of the hc::..rdshi ps t o come . 

My mentor Moff opened ro.:§l eyes to the enor111i ty of the task to be 
undertaken. As we slithered d mvn rhododendron tunnels bracken covered 
slopes.( •; l. controlled slide is needed here; its the only way .' I was 
told . ) I was convinced there was an alternative route along which 
we could manhandle what I imasined t o b e a cartwheel sized p iece 
of machinery& On learning. the truth , I mu st have paled beneath that 
much praised golden tan - now sadly peeling . 

Blood , sweat·, toil, and trembling upper lips were forgotten as we 
sported in the surf waitin0 fo~c the l ens- spri ghtly members of' this 
close-knit, h i ghly trained team of professional s . 

'l'he wheel i tself turned out to be not much l arger than a d iiL."ler 
plate (if y ou are accustomed t o bi~ meals) but there was no doubt 
as to the we i ght . ' 0oh, 30 or 90 pounds at least '~ said the sages, 
headed by J?ete , bald head shinin: with the S1JJec.t of e::-:::citement and 
exertion . Team unity came under threat at an early stage as we 
discussed various ways ot' transportinz this deacl weight off the 
beach. As a Royal Marine I ' m a firm believer i n yom:ping , j_ . e. putting 
the we i ght on your back and ·walking, and since the whee l had n ow 
been tied t o Pat rick 1 s ti op of the range ruckso.cl;: frame I was eager 
to make a start . Bu t the wi ser counsels of Tony (Wo.llcer), 13uile 
personified , preva iled . Three ho.lf' - hitclles and ~~ ony ' s rop e(An old 
Boy Scout?) was attached . Christopher nupcrvised from above , Moff, 
youn~ fit and agile 3uided the load , the donkeys hauled on the rope 
and the load c ame u p the steep first t wenty feat whil st Tony lent 
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his experience and expertise from a safe distance . 

Once on solid ground my arguments in favour of yomping rebounded 
and I found myself harnessed to the wheel and staggering upwards . 
Fete took charge : ' Get out of his way , let hii.a. get o.. rhythll1. ' 

' i"ihat is this , a steel band? 1 I thought as I puffed my way up 
the fjrst section. 

A e:.'_'o.ange of tactics heralded the start of Phase 111 Patrick 
and r.:cl'f bet~.o·een them carried the load up t hrough the tunnel to much 
exhorliation from the rear echelon of Christopher , Fete and Tony. 
Paul was also there but apart frora hurling abuse at the brambles , 
the heat and the wheel his support was nominal . That ' controlled 
slide ' was safely if slowly negotiated and we reached the terrace 
where our s uppor t team of Ann , the other r.rony , and l ots of others 
waited with cameras and drinks . We paused f or team pictures and 
refreshments . Then we r elayed the load back to the Tavern and it 
wo.s with triumph that I bore it into the bar . ~fuere were the bands , 
the baru.J.ers, the cheering crowds? A pint of lager did much to 
allay my disappointment . 

A last word from Patrick as he looked the buckled and flattened 
rucksack frame: 1 }?crhaps the Field Society will b:uy me a new one. ' 
(A fall of earth and rock had uncovered the wheel which is now in 
the Rocket Shed . J i m w~s with a ~roup of LFS meillbers and is now one 
himself . JEd . ) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
BA·~~·D ;q:.- i'I::> ··-.I·' ,,,, . r'AIN 
_ .J.:.J J:u\-1.:; c Jc .U.•:J:::> .~ ..... T • • 

by A .• J . B. ':1 o.lker 

Let 1 ~s loolc around the 3outh end lihis time : one fo:c the surefooted 
and foolhardy, one f or the surefooted and cautious. First , the 
Devil ' s Limekiln . To look down this you merely :need a good head 
f or heic;hts an<l e;ood shoes . Go to the South-West Point , where the 
blind Amyas Leigh sat, at the end of 'Westward Ho~', thinking back 
to the wreck of the Spanish Galleon on the Shutter . \Talk do\vn the 
sidings to your right (in the direction of lVtontague Steps) doubling 
back to the left and generally zig- zagging·down to the left . Almost 
100 feet down from the top, on the south sid:: of the South-\·Jest Point , 
you will come to th~ top of the Limekiln . The safest place.from 
vJhich to look down i t is from the rocky edge:: fu~thest from the top 
of the Point , but be ver;¥ careful on these slopes - it can be like 
walking on ball-bearings . Do not try this wall:: in any sort of a 
breeze from the south ,west , or north . 

Now if you are thoroughly foolhardy , you mi.sht t:cy the Very Severe 
cliff path down to the bottom of the LimGkiln. This one is 

DANG:u;HOUS ! li'ro}D. the lower edge of the Limekiln, walk down an ever­
steeper path towards(a bit left of) the Shutter . You will find 
the path,a band of sli~htly looser and less ve~etated earth , curving 
to the right . Carry on down it with l!lX:TR.8!P.J~ Ciilll!:; it crosses a 
nasty rock-face (here it is six inch0s wide , rouc;h, v1i th a 200 foot 
vertical drop . ) to thG ridge joining the Shutter to Lundy . Scramble 
down c:1mong the very j o.ggod shale on the north side of this and you 
are outside the west entrance to the Limekiln . I have, in the past, 
scrambled down into the south entranc e but I cannot no\~/ imagine 
how I did it . PhotographinG the Limekiln from the bottom is next 
to impossible since the sky dominates the picture , and the rocks 
come out black and featureless . 

Now, an easy excursion for: the surefooted - ·Hat Island. The 
main p:roblems here are 1) getting trapped by incomin tides (I always 
panic about this, which annoys everyone) an<l 2) the very slippery 
rocks J.~ __ ,_ the way alon~ the south side of Rat Island . Get to Hells 
Gates c-~ - -,/hatevf'r route seeos convenient, and head alone the rocks 
at the bc..c!,. o.f Hat, movins east . ~he se rocks vary from sea-weed­
covered round boul ders t o cl slime-covered smooth expanse of rock 
at the far end. Cross the latter death- trap to the end of a curving 



- 19 -

nar.row shale outcrop at the extreme eas-t end of' Hat - it 1 s about 
8 feet h i gh .at the tip and woul d f i t as the nat ' s Tail . Cli mb up 
this end , an<l scramble alon;:; t o the body o ~~ the IsL ::.nd .. ~ IIere y ou 
wi ll find quite unbelievable gr ass - Tied Fescue , never e:razed and 
based on a layer of dea d g r ass stal ks a f oot thi ck. It ' s like a 
mattress . You c.::tn :a.o·.v walk alone.: the t op of t he Isl and to wave · 
t o your fr i ends on the Landing Beach . Return the way you came -
there i s :no other safe way up or'down . ·on your way bac k a long the 
seaweed- covered stones , branch off to yo-qr ri::;ht ebou two-thirds 

of the way back ·t:;o the t u..nncl under Tiat Isl and . A natu ral c ave , 
this comes out on the north side : there arc unavoidabl e pools in 
i t , but if you take y our plimsolls off you may damage ;your feet 
on b its of g l ass or ot her seasi de debri s . You will hav e t o return 
through tte t~1cl , or swim from there to the Lc:..ndin?:· Beach i f y ou 
a rc i mmune t o cold water a nd dec ept i vel y l onE distances . It i s worth 
doing this detour to see the f i ne seaweed at the end of the t unnel . 

- - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ - ~ ~ - - -

from Patri ck Penny . 21 . 9 . gLt . 

Dear Ann , I was up in I3arnstaple t oday and dropped into E.ni3hts 
Phot ograph ers of The Square . I a l ways thouc;ht that they ~1ad some 
2 pri nts of LunJ.y v1h:icl1 thry woul d c opy ( for suitable remunerat i on ) 
but it transpires thc:1t they have about20 different negatives whi !&h 
we saw ( a nd anot11er t wo b oxfullB whi ch we didn ' t) . 'l'hey are mai nly 
of ·wrecks ' Carmine Filomena ' & ' Maria Kyriakides ' as wel l as ' Operation 
Beef 1 

, the ' ~11ontagu 1 , Old Light and others . Natural ly they are 
a l l bl ack and whit e photos . In the next month Ifui3;hts are taking 
prints from a l l the negatives and mountin~~ t'wm in a vic~vTing book 
t o malce ordering easier . Co st fr01n Z-2 . 50 for a lU" by 8 11 B/ W pri nt 
and. Knight s wi ll do sepia tints und fram. them t oo . ATVB Putrick . 

from f-!l i chae1 F l eet . 19 . 2.8L: . • 

Dear Mrs \'J e stcott , I r ead with pleasure I.FS Ifo 1'~ which arri ved 
recentl y . Iiowever althou[_';h the feature about Avalon etc was extr eme l y 
interesting and well presented it :rl!ally in just S)3culatioil - and 
Lundy ' s h i story has had an &i-lful lot of thD.t over the years . 

I have always been interested in Lund;y ' s history (wel l , any way , 
sine<~ writ i nG an ess~y about i t \lhi le at school in Devonshire mostly 
cribbed from iihe .·.Jncyclopaedia Drit tannica , no doubt ~ ) a nd whilst 
working near ·chc British museum years ago aoused myself by checki nG 
r eferen c e s t o Lundy in h i s tor ico.l documenst such o.s the Close Rolls 
Patent Rolls etc of the 12- lll· century . 3ome of of' my 1 resear ches 1 

fo rmed the basis for a couple of artic les Stanley Smith published 
in 1959 - 60 . I really do think anyone who del ves i n·t o IJUJ.J.dy ' s h i s t ory 
shoul d read ],1r r:>t . Joh.-':1 Brook ' s articles on the Hariscos and Sir 
Maurice Pawj.cke 1 s a c c ount of the Hiurder of Henry Cl ement . There 
reall y is no evi<l ~mce fo..r a link be"Cueen the lVla.r iscos and the 
Mon.tmorenc ies , for one thing . l •• 

1hilst readint.:; about Lnndy all tho se 
years nco it bec.:tme c l ear that on l y Chanter an.d Stc i nman had don e any 
reliable , original worl~ on the Island 1 s history and even the .fo rmer 
' b orrowed ' from the latter . 

Hhat huppens , inevitably , is that anyone writ i ng a short guide, 
' history ' etc selects t he raost attractive sou..n.ding i nformation about 
a plac e and later writ ers c a r ry on the bad 'iJOrk . 

U'le Hriter ' s ' Poss ibilities ' become another ' s ' Certai nties ' a d 
i nfirntum . i3i:acerely , 1-hchael Fleet 

from Peter Cole . 1 . 1 . 85 . 

Dear Ann , h'hen :;hostin3; th2 l!:<l 1 s not e to 1 A Chi p Off ~~he Ol d Block ' 
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by Katie . Ogil vie in News;t.etter No 14 · I · omit.te·d. to explain why we 
thought it appropriate to read the play in Castle Keep. The following 
extract will ' mak€ the matter clear: · · 
' Granite. Act_ i~ : Scene ·,-The livine;.:.room of · Jo:r .dan Mo-rris's ·farm 
on Lundy. Ni gh:t .• · · · · · · : · . 

It is a large. v8:ul t'ed room that has been · the kitchen of a twelfth 
century castle_., ... Warmest r egards. , Pete, ; . · 

- ·- -
from Bill IVlorga;n. · · 

Dear Ann, --\le like the p~ace, the being cut· off from the. world 
feeling, the wea·~her. ·· Blue sk.ies o:n IJundy, wi·th the bl_ue sea a11 · 
around and the onl;y sound ·che larks and pipits it is a vJOnderful 
place·. · Blowing a Force 10 gale, with the r a in teeming down, you 
are aware of the elements. A clear ~ight with all the lights on 
the North Devori a'i1d .. Welsh · ·coasts visible· f or · 1.~0 ~or $0 miles ·and 
sometimes more. And the Shearwaters calling.-w Yours sincerely , Bill . 

LFS SALES. 

The following are available from ouT Sales Manager,Miss J.Langham. 
Flat 4, 20 VJellesley Hd, Chiswick, London . V!4 LmN.Ol.995.L!-219. 

3ome of l~st · yoar 1 s LFq Christmas Cards f r om the design by ·John 
Dyke: 60p for 5; Cl.lO for 10. both + 25p p&p. Postage f~r larger 
numbers on application. 

LFS Ca:P Stickers(Outline of island) 60p + 20p p&p. or send 60p +sae 
at leas~ 6" long. 

LFS '1'-sh irts. Adult 23.25. Ch ild £2 .25. both + 75p. p&p. Please 
state chest size ro.ax . LJ-2". 

- - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - -
END. 
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