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EDITORIAL _(NDJH = North Devol). Jou;rna.l Herald: HMN = \'lest ern Morning News) 

l\lembers will be sad to hear of Professor. Harvey ' s death last year, especially those ·of 
us who had the · great pleasure of hearing him (at the Am~) talk about the founding of the 
LFS . Ue e·xtend our sympathy to Mrs Ha.rvey. 

David· Lea & liugh ·noyd· , the very first Uia.rdens, also. spoke at what was a truly vintage 
i1GM. Ue heard that Sir Jack Hay,'la.rd, who bought Lundy !for· the nation, is our new 
President. 

Uo "1-Tish Tony & Jennifer La.nghnm j oy of t.heir new daught er Joanna. (AFL is one of y,our 
Vice-Presid~nts~ ) 

Your &l . does wish a few more members would send interesting gossip . Did you know for 
example that the Duchess of Oldenburg is lOOth in line to the throne? ("The Times" ) And 
that the greys that drew Prince Ancrew's carriage at the Royal Hedding were Oldenburgers. 
The Viking raid on Lundy in August not only publicized the need to keep' a lifeboat at 
Clovelly, but also ·n.'l.ised £2000 for the RNLI. Your Eel . can ha.ve an Appledore Gansey 
knitted f o·r you (there isn't a Luncy pattern- anyone like t o invent one?) for between 
5:.45 & £60 depending on size. This com:p<r.es favourably with the "'ll'imes " Shetlands offer 
D.t · the sa.me· prices 'J?ut mn.chine knit tecl. 

Co_pies of you.r Newsletter & the most excellent accompanying Dirn Notes, are,. by B'pecia.l 
request, now ·loc'!.ged a.t these li bra.ries; the Doe loian/Oxforc1: the University Li bra.ry/ 
Cambridge: · ~_he National Li brn.ry of · Scotl~d/Edinburgh: the library of Trinity College 
Dublin: the 'National Libra ry of Hales . There's glory for you. Anyone who watched 
(25/8/78) ·the ai rcra.ft carrier Hermes magnificently steaming up the Bristol Channel to> 
pick up her chopper pilot(s) from the water off La.metry, & knows of her redoubtable 
ca.reer in the Falklands, will be g la.d to hea.r she is not being sora.ppe.d. After her .. 
noa.rly completed re-fit at Devonport ,· she joins the Inc.lian Navy. . . ·, 

The· \JMN (8/9/86) reported ' that Michael Thexton survived the Ka.raohi Aeroplane H:l-Jack. 
\:hen I 'con ta.Qted him t o ooe if he \&:as one of the family I used to meet on Lundy 1 & he was, 
he also told me that his fD.ther is now retired : his mother is still doctoring: Penny 
is a. houseman at Guy's, having qualifie0 in 186 : Vicky is doing her lst year clinical -~ 
at Loncon hospital, having come <bwn from Cambridge in '86: Michael himself is lect.u.ring· ·\ 
in Accountancy in LoncJ on. , 

Nay 18th Lunr1y fea.turecl in a. question (a.bout bird sanctuaries in the G .K. Section) in 
" Mo.sterminC!". On Dec.l4th Paul Munton (who observed Hoa.ts on Lundy & is now a censer ... 
v::~.tion officer ), wa.s in his turn observed in the TV programme "Did You See" . He wa.s 
pc.rt of a.n experiment t o see how _people (he was one of them) who did not watch TV recl.C­
tec1 t o sets in the house, & how those who did tmt<rll r ea.ctecl to h f1Ving their sets 
removed; · Radio Devon reportec'! thnt the Exeter Univ./Rennes Univ. Twinning is still 
going ·Strong : Professor Ion Linrr' s article on Fronce- I3ritain resen.rch into Lundy 
r abbit flea.s (newsletter ' 83), was part of that twinning. Also on the Radio was a 
Hes t Country jou~ney nade>by Tom Salmon which inclui' ec1 visiting Lundy, & a splendid 
interview with Denver Scoins on nn.vign.ting the Torriclgc to JJideforc1 . 

Vol. 2 . No .1 (1984) of the " Luncly Chronicle" contnins an article on Kittiwakes which 
i~tolu.c1es the phrase " selfish gene" , una.cknowlecgccJ . Ift looks ns if Richard .Da.wkihs 
has ai vcn a. phrase tq the langun:ge . He is the nephew of LFS Vice President Colyea.r 
Dawkins, & author of "The Selfish Gene" . I h~.ve broUGht other books with Lundy Con-
nections to you£ notice elgewhere in the newsletter, but shall hc~e t o save up for next 
year fl.c1rian Cole ' s SF "The Sleep of Giants", which is, in p art, set on .Lundy, which he 
told me how he came t o write. 
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'rho wec;~::the :t:' this year has been fai rly awful. No one was able t o attend the AGM from .. 
the islann because they were stormbounc, so we missed John Puccy ' s report on Lundy ' s 
year. And John Dyke was threa.tenec by snow storms s0 he couldn ' t come either. The 
LFS trip on the " Ila.l morn.l" (vJhich was welcome d back to ·servic·c .. ·in Ap'ril )""'wa.s very 
we t o.nC' windy and wo were lucky to la.ncl. (It is rumourec1 tho.t i t .. will be the "J!a.verley'1 

this year, ond elo.rious we<J.ther is " foe-ecast. ") Aue;ust saw the tail encl of hurricane 
Cho..rlie. A small party (your Secy.P.Cole, Ilarba.ra Cole, Ann & Christopher· Detts, 
·rony llo.lker, Sue & Pa.ul Metca.lfe) \-vent clown to the Battery t o observe Cha.rli c • .. The : ... 
following i .s S & P.M ' s d~scri.ption. At l0. 30am the p<.~ rj;y l eft New House. The r e .. · 
weiYe '1Lundy butter flies " on the ol d hotel lawn, but th~ tun l·rincJ:. f 0rce l·ro..n first· ' ·· · · 
n.:;j;icoc~ .;at. the. sho c~~-:-,te leal'.in, .. t -: . the Taycrn - . custine f · reo ll. Going· up IIic;h 
Si; r eat' 1-T~o :if:.~.irly shel tcrec', but there was a. wind funnel between the gate to Pigs ' 
Pa.r a.dise an d the Da.rn. From there t o the High Street ga.te and over to Acland 's Moor 
\'TC!IS: head down , struggling all the way, ancl got worse the further \-vest the party went . 
It did n.ot. :z:-a.in , though g r ey and thre<J.tening, but the sea- spray on Acland ' s · made \'lellies 
end l'late r ;proofs sa.l t-encrusted , and it lv-a.s sooking wet underfoot , with a. swamp by the 
"reservoir" . The r e we r e "Luncl y butte rflies" everywhere a.ll the time, and salt-trickles 
down one 's face. The wine took one ' s br eath m-1ay (literally) & one could barely hold 
one ' s eyes open. ~he ~sts stopped ono in one ' s tracks . It was very exciting. The 
party \tTCnt d i <Jgona.lly ove r AcklancJ ' s f r om the "reservoir " to the hiehest point , for 
such shelt er as t he r e wa.s, and so c'bwn t o the Battery " ma.rke r " . From the high point 
downwards it felt as. if the sea \'tere all a r ound you, and a r oaring always in the ears . 
Ono ' s whole attention l·ras given to hol(1ing one ' s body in balance against the wind, to 
prev ent being blown over. th thout the Battery pa.th & wo.ll n.s guicle . & s upport the 
"t-ralk woul d h a.ve been impossible. There was no shelter from the full .Atl<?mtic gale. 
'l'he Norst part Nas the steps pc.st the old Armoury - an·· absolute .Hinc- funnel. . The 
r ock- f:we on one ' s left was the only supp0r t. Looking North f r om the Ila.tt ery towards , . 
Dead ·cow point Has a. huge surging m'3s of r ollers , bec o.usc wa.ves couldn ' t form: 
crashing whi t o edgecl the islc:mc1 f o r 200 yn.r cls or mor e . Surface water was coming off 
the eclgo of the platea.u & being blolm back, not wa.terfa.lls - more like a sort of Cathe-
rine- wheel. People ' s cheeks Her e flapping , as in a G-fo rce . Y0u coulc1n ' t speak untill 
you turned y our ba.ck int ;:, the wind. The o.sccnt was rapid, because you we r e f unnelled 
up , but it was still dange r ous. The r e was continual noise & continu,o.l bat t ering , but 
it ~ms .exciting & a.\-Tesome . The r e are so f ew opportunities .. f or " civilized" ma.n 
CJ.ctually t..o meet the elements . The November 'a.ssa.ult on the Rhoc1oclem1 rons north of 
'l'i bbetts' .h.acJ to be c ancellec because the Olcl onbur g coul dn ' t sail. Even if she h ad , 
the i sland was wat er.-loet~cc1 & -the .n,i;t ack on the advancing rhoclo a rmy would have been 
impossible . The extreme weather (13.1. 87) brought a report on DDC TV that the Lunc.yr 
\'later supply was frozen, but on Jan.l4th John Puddy (on RT) tolc, the r eporter 'that· 
althoug{l the Oldonburg hod not sailed for a week, beco.uso of the .NE wincls, the island 
was vwll supplied & be·lit e r u.sod t o ii l -wea.ther tha n the ma.~nland (DDC " Spotlight"). 

In Nov~m:ber, not only \'ras Beaujolais Nouveau la.nclccl by par :;l.chutc on thq .island , but 
Lundy b·G.came Dri t~.in ' s first Marine ' Reserve, n.s the "Times" (Aug .l4th) ha.d surmised it 
\'loul d . Uillia m Ual degr ove, the fhnister of the environment openecl the Reserv e on 
Nov .22nd, but could not lan~ . though there were pies. of himself & John .Puddy offshire 
(DBC "Spotlieht" ). Luckily a.ll the NeN Year celebr~nts eot on & off, & had a· g-roat 
time: there were 70 of :them . 

Do plea.se k eep \'lri tine about anythine. Your Ec'!. may not necessarily oeree, but if 
" editine" cuts~ mo.ce, it is space thc.t g overns them ! A.T .V.D .• 

AN HElWIC THEASUTIE HUNT (as des cri bec1 by Hi chard Ho"re of Ra(1 io Devon to the Ed.i tor) 
·• .t 

This Treasu~e Hunt would. never ho.vo taken place but for the r esourcefulness of the 
isl anders . Da.ys before Hed. June ll th ' 86 Cra.ig Rich hac b een forcco.sting Eo.sterlics , 
& Hhon thoc.hym.me the 11ilind was incleec1 eas t e rly f9 rce 4/ 5, with n h eavy swell into the 
La.ndint; Doach. Ho.vrever, the resourceful isla.nc.1ers uscc1 every available vessel to 
ferry the 250 " Oldenburg" passengers to the Divers ' Dcn.ch. It was the first ever full 
" Olcenburg" . The heroism of poll passenger s, & they we r e all aeos & on e weak heart 
(but only physico.lly) , was tremendous . They lo~_pt off the island " ferries " on t o the 
Divers 1 Deach & not one failed to r eo.ch the t0p of the isla..nd . Even oa"l:siue Dr oadcasit 

cont • .P 20 
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Ed's note. This piece was written by Charles Ellis (who with Sue Metcalfe won the '85 
Golf Championship, as reported in last year's Newsletter). He tells me he wrote it in 
1953 as part of A-level preparation for Geography. He also tells me that No texts were 
consulted so that it is a work of observation. 

Thoao of you who road J.A.Willby~s piece in last year's Newsletter will find the two mo~t 
interestingly complementary , though Willby was a lot older when he wrote his account. 

Your E<i. has now knowledge of several early papers on Lundy. Patrick Penny of Crediton 
wrote a piece on BUSHELL and another on the sea-currents round the island, (he is currently 
on your committee). Cqly~ar Dawkins (one of your Vice-Presidents) still has early note 
books kept when he visited in the 30s . Christophcr White of Batnstapl~ also wrote a 
project when he \'las at Blundells in the late '70s. Arc there any others lu.rking? Please 
let your Ed . know for posterity. · 

I have marked(with numbers) the places where I feel reference to another writer might 
help the reader . 

1. Try A. F. & lVI . Langham • s "Lundy Island". 
~. Try F .w.G~de.~s .. "My J.,ife on Lundy". 
3. Try both the above, or ask l\1ary Gade. 
4. Try LF~ 30th Annual Report 1985. P.A .Smith's article on Rats. 
5. Try Geology Chapter in Langham 
6. Try F.W.Gude's "Lundy Island" 
'7. Try "the Atlas of British Flora" or fvtary Gade or John Ogilvie . 
8.& 9 Try Langham's "Lundy" 

' 
Seven miles out to oen from Hartland Point on the North Devon coast li~s the little known 
island of Lundy. Owned by a London financier, it has had an intercsting 'pistory. Often 
it has been a hideout for marauding sailors, Spdniards, Moors, Frenchm~n. · All have used 
Lundy as a bat:Je t:Jince very early times. Since the time '"hen a son of Kin'g Stephen called 

\ \ 

De Marisco lived there in the 12th Century , to the present day, the island has changed 
little. Its open, rough pastures have been crossed with dry walls and ~ma~ fields have 
been cultivated. Its sheltered cliffs have been planted with flowerin~ shru,bs that 
blossom beautifully in the spring. Wild life ha.:; been introduced , Jap~ne se l:i~er are 
commonly found amongst th<~ deep , luscious bracken on the eastern slopes1• P~ea_sants are 
increasing and peococka have been successfully int~oduced. A large herd of Me~~no sheep 
have been reared ~nd mur~ live wild on the cliff~.2 At intervals the~ are shot~nd their 
meat eaten by the islanders . You may say that if all these things have come to the 
island then indeed it must have changed but it has not . The old dry track up the ~liff is 
the same as it alwo.ys was. The rugged cliffs still bear the weigllt ·or the wild Atl'l~ntic 
breaking at their fet:lt. The ueagulls still skim and cry , their haunting note carriel:l 
away by the gust of wind and roar of wave The stillness uf the island still remains 
untouched . In the cool evenings, the last birdo clucking in the bushes as they find 
their roostu and the Deer nervously cropping the grass , there is a great beauty that may 
be felt , seen and henrd . It is this that olwayo appeals to the visitor and it is thiR 
that makes him wvnder when he will next be able t,> return to this happy'., .li ttlo island 

But to br0ak away fr:;m :this rather cvlourful descriptivn allo\'1 me to met:ttion some re~evant 
facts It lies 1 miles N.W of Hartland Point, 15 miles West of Bull Pbint and about 
20 miles from Bidef0rd. It lies about 45 miles S.W . of Swansea . It wi~l be seen ;from 
this ~hat it lies 00 direct shipping routed vf mvot uf the s Wales ports and alS0 un 
Bristol This hati given it a natural importance which is prvved by the fact that fi't has 

' I nearly alwaya been inhabttcd by Holdiers or sailJrd and nowadays hua two lighthvuso~ tm 
it. In the centre of the itilond at t he higheat p0int there was built in 1851 u 11,ht­
h,>ul3e 100 feet high . 1 Fr,>m the top of this building which is nv\of uut of use. One may 
see the whvlc af the {sland laid out at one's feet . It is interuating tu nute t~ \r~asJn 
why this "lighthouse" is now uut 0f use The light is actually about 550 feet above isea 
level. At this hcigl~t it is cusily o.ffectcd by cluud an lvw altitudc8, the pre-sent \ 
"lighthouses " are vn i he actual r.::>cks abvut 150 fl!et above sea l~Jvel ' 
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The geological structure of the island is simple c.md yet interesting. The t'lhole of 
t h e island except for the sout hern tip, uhich is sla.te is gra.ni te . The g r anit e forms 
a rugged line of cliffs \'lhich is sl o~tJ to be e roded. It is of· Volcanic origin : proof of 
this may be seen at the northern end where tho rock is round and smooth and shows how 
it must have bubblod up from the centre of ·the earth and hc:n·dened in l ayers and sheets . 
The southe r n end \'lhich i s slate has a much broken C!o1m coa.stline and it can b e seen to 
be breaking up prflctically before ones eyes. The slate supports very few plc;.nts of 
any s ize . A fel-T Scots Pine t r ees grow on the slopcs3 but it is ma.inly short grass and 
heathe r . It i s interesting tha.t nt this end of the isla.nd is si tuoted another small 
i sla nd c o.lled "Ra.t I s land". It is no more thr-m a l8.r.ge rock really but on it live 
the old breed of r a ts that wore once common to the British Isles , the Black Rat4. 
This animal actually lives n.ll over the i sland eat ing the eggs a.nd young of the 
soa birds in summe r nnd infesting the fD.rms in t-rinter. 1 

Nt:!ture is no~rly supr eme on Lundy, as I hove nl ready suggested. so to understand this · 
better I 'ltJill e xamine the climn.to. It of courae hn.s ~. strictly ocennic c limate. 
Tkto westerly w:i.ncJ s o.ro dominant r nd gene r al ly blm-1 with considerable force. The ro.in 
is heaviest in the winte r months n.nd gehern.lly mod e r a.tely fine No nthe1· is ex.peri enc ed 
during the summer. Unfortun.-1tcly figures o.r.e not available but o.t o. rough guess I 
should say tha t the island experiences 50- 60 inches of r a in a y enr . The tempera ture 
r arely falls lotr enough for frost to be experi enc ed. The equable climn.tc hol·lever is 
mode up for by the great force of the winds. They ho.ve been knotm to blow the roofs 
off the houses nnd it i s not n.dvion.blo to 0ppronch too close to the edge of the cUffs 
\vhen these strong viinds n.ro blo\•ling for obvious ronsono . Tho · inte rl~Sting phenom~mon 
of the islo.nd i s thn.t if one -vmlk::; a.long the cent re of the inland or tho.t side of the 
island Nhich i s a.way from the v·ind, no t oven the. 3lightost b reeze may be noticed. 
But if one goes to tlwt part of the i sland fn.cing ~ho uind, the \vind is n.lmost bound 
to be found_ b~O\.'Iing briskly , l'hi~ m<'.y b·e oxpl"lined easi ly enough; the n.ir strikes 
the side of the is l~nCI nnd r iees , forming n vlind Sh::tdoN Aren. or an n.ron. th~t is un­
a.ffeo.ted .by the ~'linds . 

As this climate is so mild , tompe,..a turcs r\"'nging from 40°li' to 70°F normo.lly 7 so it hq.s 
o. mild effect on the people. This is p~rticulcrly noticaable on the p eople living / 
there for a. short time . The mild S.l·J. l'linds o.re very ple<1snnt but they a.r e not in- , 
vigort~t ing . · It i s cn.sy to 1:-~pso into u. somnolent dr.onm rnd forget <J.bout the outsid~ 
world. It is signific2.nt t o note the~.t tllC! popul n.tion do,es this in m:my wa.ys. 
Firstly it does no t recognise the Police Force , ( 'Gho Police ha.ve roconUy been ma.d e to 
n.sk permission f ormnlly befor o land ing the re). The i slnndt~rs do not v o te and n ci thor 
do they pa.y income tn.xcs, a l t hou.gh of c 'Jurso they .PDY taxes f o r the things that they 
buy. Another sign cif the islrmdor.s inclividu ;;lism is thqt they ho.vo their oHn stamp , 
tli thout which no l ctte·r or ca r d may l eovo the island . This m£>y oll seem r ather r emote 
from pure Ge0graphy but the insu l ::1ri ty c.mcl cho.rr cter i s of sup,..eme i mportonce if one 
is to unde r stn.nd it. 

·rho ·Cio.pth of $o.il is not great . It is mos t :--:.t the souther n end of the isl3.nd t-~here 
the l nnd is cultivct ed, it is nbou~ three feet eeep i n the bes t places but as one ~oves 
tov!a rds the northe rn end outcr ops of the da r k r ed gr<~.ni tc5 bec·'Jme more c ommon. During 
the Wfl r an enemy fighte r crnsh- lrmdccl u.t this end of tho island ::mc1 the r e being nobody 
nen.r the pilot hail time t o climb out of his ae r opl n.ne rnd burn it. This ho.d c1 i sast r ous 
consequences becu.use a.ll t he heather and gr.:'!.SS wo.s very d ry. I~ caught light ancl 
burnt for cloys 1 6 In the <md one third of the i s ln.ncJs pl:1.tec.u tras l eft n0 t only ·~-ri th-
out n.r1y v egetation but Ni t h·>ut o.ny enrth . The " earth" h <Jcl c :ms i stecl . of _ r) cad gro.ss 
and heather and ha.d a ll burnt o.we~y. Nt:nv the g r ass one' hontbcr i s sl'>Vlly r etur ning but 
it t'lill not be the same f or hundrer1s 'Jf yon r s. Sco.ttcre(1 over the p l e.too.u there Gre 
sevcr~:~.l pools of l·l~ t er 7 the 1~.re;eo t of those is cnllec1 Pone sbu.ry. Grol'Iing rounc tt 
a.ro ~.11 the usu~.l plnnts n.ssocin.toc~ vi th m~.rshy l rmc'!. On it grows lilies? al1d v a.rious 
t-.rat c r \<Jeec1s. No trees g r ou in the open except f o r r.: few stuntcc1 thorn bushes in the 
grw.veyard. The .Plntcc.u. pr 0vic1 os r ouf,h pastur e f :.> r the Merino shoop nnc1 f o r a h e r e of 
about tt'lonty t .) thirty pDni es t<rho gr2.zc in the unftmcer1 in lane. The isl<mc i s t~ iviccd 
int o fou r pnrts by cl ry stone t·H'lls, v1hich >·lore built in tho 18th ccntury ,8 by an 
unscrupulous men t·lho t-Tas tolc t G tnke fifty c ·:-nvicts out of the country, they Nont o.s 
f a r a.s Lu.nfly inst oo.r of N. Amcricn.. Those t·m.lls run a.cr>ss the t "'ps of the i sland from 
enst t o H·est nnc1 o.re s till useful n.s l n.nrmnrks . 
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I h[l.ve F.'.. l rec.cy mentioncu tho.t the S)uthern h a lf of the islo.ncl is uncler cultivation. 
Let me (1 escribc: man's efforts on this r n.ther blank rock n.s far a.s n.gricultu.r c is con­
ccrnc<1. , The .n:1 t ur.n.lly rough gro.ssla.nc1 is merely refinecl into 2 nct'l lush g reen grass. 
A lo.rgc arao ' of the fi clc1 s n.r.c c'!ov otcr1 t o h oy in summer. Two crops are 'gathered. 
Severo.l ficl.c1's nro c1 ev 0toc t ·1 ' the: gr.o1-ring of rye o.nc1 o.ats t·rhich is consumec1 on the. 
islnnr. These l ast tw:> cr-:>ps o.r.e h<J:rves teCl in l n.te August. There is usuC).llY one 
lo.rgo field Clcvote('l t o tho gr· ~vling of voget nbles . th<o)sc will be both summer crops mid 
Cl.lso r oot crops in _prep:-~.rAtion f vr the c oming t-lint e r. The fiel~s not c1evotec t o any 
of t.hcs e arc usoc1 f o r the ' fce(1ing -:> f numoro.u.s <1 airy n.ncl beef cattle. Th.eir r.{ilk is 
U.scc1 01'?- th0 islnml ant' fr•)m it butter is ma.c1 c . The cattle e.ls':> live portly on the 
r ough g ra.zing, their meat is oaten 0n the islcnc am' mo.y even be exportoc1 t o ,pn.y for 
many of thG thing~ Ni th Nhich th0 i sland is unable t o provic1 e itself. 

Pigs. o.re kept nn<.1 they provic~e the ciommuJ1'ity l'lith ba.con anc ham , s ome is a l so ·:expo'rt'ec:. 
111e.ny chickens, geese, ducks o.nc turkeys o.ro b red on the farm! During ~pc ~Tinte~ . t~ey 
.arc s o lC' ':>n the m::dnl'n.nC1 rm(' fetch gooc1 prices. 'These th.ings o.ll help t (> o <:\.l o.nce. tlic 
bur'Get of Lul1;,1Y.. The f.k rino ShGep that 'live on the i slanc r~o not requ.ire any c~.re. b.ut 
are allowe~ t o live 6omple~oly ~ilc until 'ono 0f them is required to be ea~on~ Thia 
is the same iri the cas e of the goat s ::mc1 the c~eer , l'lhich h ·')\·Jever, a r e eaten less often . 

The thing that stro.ngers t o Luncly a.hm.;y:s n.sk is, 11 h01'1 many people nre living the re? " 
It is impossi blG t o' ansl>TCr 'the question acyurntely. bocc.us c it is const::mtly chn.ng iniJ •. · 
There c.re u. ccrt~.:i,.n :numbe.r ·?f people toJho c1o live thoro porm<:n<mtly. 'Bo th lighthouses 
have a bout t\-10 men i 'n each . thnt is four. 1l'he r e is nn agent, his 1-1ife an c1. c'n.uehter. a. 
wa rc1en qf.' t,he. Lun(1y Fiolc1 Society n.ncl a.oout tl-1 ~> men living on, oncl twrking' .::~.t the ·farm . 
There is a. mnn 1-1ho 'c0os the oc' <1 j obs oml k~eps the bc.r. l'lhen the hotel t·ras op,on .the re 
wore numerous m0ids. There are in tact nbou~ t on people ~nin~ useful j obs, the liGht­
house· men . · the agent lookinc~ <U'tcr the loJhnl c isl:mc' his i.-1ife running his. h'?us'e ~n~ · 
l ookinG" after thEl men. his c':-iu.ehte r a.nc1 h10 fnrmers \-Tor k ing ~:i.,mevJher·e on the f~.rm-, the 
via rc1 en looking nft er t ho nc.turr:l life of the islnnr. 

The only ono t-1hos e p.resence · might be q.ucs tionec1 i s the men' l o.:>kin& n.ftcr the l obster 
p ots. Unfor tuna.tely the coas t is 0 br ecc1in(£ ·g r ounc'l of the G·r~y Seal, not only c~ 0 they 
disturb the fi s h but D.l so they r ob the:: l obster p ots ·Jf thcl be.i t. N<:~.tur ... lly if thore is 
no bn.i t . no .lobsters ['.re caught. It was for this reaS ·Jn th:d ::. re ti roe' a.r my office r 
gave up the l obster bu.sinoGs sove r ·n.l years a.cso . 

It 'has probn.bly ':>ccurrec.l t o you that this subsistence a,ericu.lttire is n~>t enouGh to 
supp(>rt this smnll ·community. It i 's n.o t but it is ovorc jme by Wvour:.1.tiinG n; certain 
amount of t ourist traffic. Tourists, if they o.re [Soine t o l a.nc1 . ,, 'both f 0r the privilege 
of setti'nc foot on c1 ry l a.nd o.ncl for cominr; ashore in one of the i sla.ncl ' s bon.ts. The 
t ourist buys c~ rinks at the t op of · the steep cliff n.nc, n. menl after D. brisk t-ralk. . He 
buys souvenirs anc~ evcmtu<1.1ly 1-rhen h e deports in the evcninc- h.".l.s probably <1ono the· 
i slancl ~ c; r c;r.t c'oal of aoo<l . 

At tho moment Luncly c1 oes no·t appear t o be prosper ous. Until v ery recently it vms able 
t o run .:. comfort~blG · ho tel vJhere on o c0u1c1 ea t ,very 1voll but· th:1.t is notv closed dot.vn. 
This nntur:-: lly means th;;:t the income of the isl:mc1 i s lcssencr' c rmsicer':!bly. The 
difficulty :me' expense encountcre~ in bringine supp·lies over from the mainlo.nc1 o.re o. 
very hen.vy burden on tho isl:md. · So it is not su rpriainc; if the islnnc1 s ometimes l ooks 
a. little c1 crelict bu.t there is no rcn.son why prrJspcr.i ty · shoulc1 not return. During the 
19th century the Hoo.ven fe.mily O\mecJ Lunr'y <Ync1 qua rrib<1 the groni t c 1-1hich wn.s exportec 
one~ pr:Jvcd very vn.lun.blc. It m[ly still be soon in the Victoria Embnnkment .9 It tms 
at this time th<"l.t the l ., rger h0uscs v1ere built t or;c t her Ni th the church . 

But ·Lunc1y is sp~il t when ono only thinks about her economic c' ifficul tics . I -prefer 
t o think of it a s s ome thing l ooin:i.nG up in fr·)l1t 0f me out of the Sii1irling mist; the 
l:irec>..kers thunr'crin~ r ou.nc'. its b[l.SC onr1 winr1 h01-slina overhcn.c', the scream of the gulls 
a.nd tho c1eep c;ruen s02. surrou.nc1 ing . The t-Jho le thing ahm.ys seems fo.r t oo beautiful 
t o ov en think of c1 esorn.,;,nc; it jus tly. 
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De u.r Ec' itor 

DurinG a. most enjoynble inform~.l celebrn.tion a t the Nevr House recently (Aue .86) I ccme 
upon a c~eckchf.l.ir vrhich r nn{l!; a bell from the p nst. It is not a common or gnrc1 en d eck­
chair but o. ecnuine seacoinc s pecimen vri th a c ollo.psi blc ha.rdwooc' fru.me oncl a tapestry 
scat emblD.z~med lv-ith the fleur c~ c lys and the initinls L. & N.U.S.s.c. 

I am sure the chair belonc;ec" t o the Liverpool anc'!. North Un.les· Steam Ship Comp2.ny, whose 
vessels the " St.Tud.no" an0 the " St.Seiriol " pliec~ f or many y ea.rs be t>v-een Liverpool and 
Mcnai Brid c~e , :·stoppinG en route at Llanclucln'). If I remember correctly the fare in 
about 1950 \v-as five shilli·ngs, n.nd certainly the v oyAGe \-TD.S no more expensive thu.n the 
tra.in j ourney. The smaller ship , the "St . Seiriel", was usec1 f o r evening cruises from 
filem1i Brhl e c <.1nd u.s a sturJent n.t Ba.ncor I r em0mber , hazily, one C'f these expec1 itions. 
Our ha ll of resi<l ence lie s regula.ted by a Rev e rem1 Ua.rcen (knO\vn t o many as Benny Dicemns 
whose demise was solemnly recorc1e0 in " 'rhe Times") , \-rho wo.s c1 riven t o invei c h publicly 
ag ainst the horrors of the " hellship" . It seems to me unlikely that ev en such robust 
furniture as the cleckchn.ir >;rould hnve survivc c) f o r l ong the excit ement of life on the 
"St. Sci riol" , so it is m•) re probn.ble thnt the chni r came from the lc.rgcr anc1 more 
dienified " St . Tuc1.no". 

The " St.Tuc no" Nas constr:-1 inec1 to f o ll0\-1 ~ narrO\V' chc:mne l in the f.1enai Str1'l.its \-Jithout 
hcsi to.tion or Cl evi ation. The reculn.r appeD.rance of this de a ex mo.china in the micld le 
of the fled during a. " Straits FortniGht" sa.iling rc~gn.tta co.usccl entire ly justified 
constcrnD.tion nn c1 even te r r or nmong the yacht s men , mixeC'1 in s ome c ns es \<Ji th impotent 
fury o.nd in others with ns t onisheC! delieht . The perve rse o.nc~ unexpected resu.l ts of 
many races \'lere ascri bec1 . to her int ervention. I won<' e r l'lhcther the occupants of 
the cl eckchoirs were in the l eo.s t consci ous of the ma l c(' ictions hurlec a t Jf:he ship as 
she wrcckecl the perfornw.nces of so many l eacinr.; helmsmen . I c~ oubt it. The chairs . 
\'/e re not s o l r:. r{se or a s comfortn.ble as those on, sa:y, the "Queen l-1ary" , a.nc1 t o my re­
collections there \'lcrc no blue b lnnkets or cups of s 0up , but they pr~vi c1 erl a mocl est 
t ouch of luxury ~nc1 their occupnnts were usua lly asleep or comatose 1 insula tec, from the 
world f or much of the three or f our hour passoce . 

P . S . It qccurrcc1 ' t o me thD.t I shoulc'! h~ve menti·='nec n. c onnect i on \1i th the other puffin 
island. :st . Seirio1 is bclievec'1 t ;) h2ve livoc' on Puffin Islnn c1 (Ynys Seiriol) off the 
eastern co rner of Ane l cs cy: St. Tudno is the pc.tron s~.int of Lla.nc1ucno. 

THE STORY OF " l.1R GADE ' S BOOK" - " 1:1Y Llli'E ON LUNDYr'' by I.lyrtle Ternstrorr. 

Mr Gnc~o ho.c1 ·been wri tina his Memoirs over a number of years 1 but by 1976, t-lhen he wo.s ~ 
years olcl . \fork h o.c:! been a t a hn.l t f ·.) r some t irnc; with his increasing c~ifficul ty \V'i th 
sieht ancl h earinr.; , he was cl isinclinccl. t o continue - unless h e h u.d s omebocl.y to he lp him, 
So r·. \·Tgnt to LunC.:y· 6or two t-1c oks a t Eo.s t e r n.ncl spent the "time sitting with him , \..rriting 
dO\m in l ont;h an d o.s ho dict <.:.t er' t o me - j o[St:;inrs hi s mem ..> ry with his <' i ~ri es, or the 
romincler of some event. Althouch by this time his m.:: rvcll0us memory vw.s in d ecline, 
he \Yas still D. \·ronc~erful r aconteur when some nrousine or inte r esting happening Eq;Ctec u.s 
a trigeer . He wa.s bothered if he coulc' n ' t r:,e t thincs ricsht , o.nd nect1ec1 u. lot of 
rcassurnnce thu.t the task W\.S IV'Orthwhilc r.!.n<l th~t peoplG rea.lly w0u l cl '1-ra.nt to roa.cl. vrha:tt 
was written. During the course of this f ortnight \vc c1 i cl su.cceed in com:1letine the 
na rr<.:.tivc up t o the point uherc he reti r oc1 ns oe ent - beyonc, tho.t he hn.c~ no vrish to go . 
l'Jhen he h acl. reu.chcd this point, h e Hcnt r) ff t o rummuee in a cupboorc1 in his r oom, ancl. 
returned 1,1ith n. huge p ile of r.ISS , vlhich he put into my n.rms, s a.yine , "There you. n.r~! " 

The r e I vru.s. Anc1 it \·ms obvious that no thin{~ C•)Ulc1 be C1 0 n o 1·1i t h the MSS as it No.s -
It was just u. whole mass ·? f pa.r,os, mmc typoc' . s ome hrm~1 1·: rittcn, o.n<1 there wcr0 three 
diffe r ent versions . I t •)Ok the 1-.rholc l ot h ome vli th me , a nc1 vms then clos e r than u.t 
anytimc t o c ivinc; up the p roject u.l t o(~ethcr. It woulc:! be ncccss~ry to a'l i t the wh·) le 
l ot, re-type it , shu.pe it into chaptors, finc1 some illust ro.tions l')rovir1 e nn inc1 ex , 
bef or e Clnyone cou.lcl think of p rintinG. ~ne'! the t h r ee separnt (~ v ersions \v-ould. h n.v e t o 
b0 cross- inrl ex cel before I coulrl stnrt . This t-·1\l.S \~here my friencl Tony Halker, C'ame 
into the picture an d r etri ev ec1 my c1 aunt ec'! enthusi asm vli th prn.ctic~l help. He cl icl. the 
Cross-inc'ex , 0.11(~ , 111ith this t o {;Ui (1 0 US vie set t o \~Ork with pa per. pens. typC\~rit crs , 
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scissors , :;n,' Glue ••• 1:1nc1 o b-; ttle of sherry or tt'IO ••• o r m')re . Uithout Tony's help, 
I woulc1 not hu.ve been nble t0 complete the ~rork, n.nc1 , if I h<J.<1 , it t'loulc~ not h~.vo been 
done no nrly so well. 
For over 1:1. yeu.r Tony Dncl I, ancl often with A lex helpine lfli th the typinG, spent every 
possible Sunclay workinr, o.ll clay lone, nnc1 my \'lhi"lle fomily toJere very foreben.rinp: . 
As the ec1itec1 peees \Tore C,"lmpletec.l, I sent them, a fm-1 nt n. time, to Ur Ga.c~e, who reo.d 
them anc1 sent them bnck with nny corrections or c omments thct he wa.ntecl. to make, nl-
thouah I think he f ound this very ')nerous. As the cd i tine; i'm.s ne n.rinr; completion i n 
1977, I stn.rtec'.. to consic1er t-.r~ys r:nc, me:.~.ns of public~.tion. I got l o ts of 1-1011-meaning 
advice of all kinc1s, but I felt thct it was not re<'-lly a c ommercial proposition , nnc1 I 
wn.s a.lso concernec' Cl.bove <:.11 th...-.t the printinc shoulc: not t1:1ke too lonr; because Mr 
Gacle was visibly fnilinc in he::~.lth, ~ncl I c1 icl 'fi.To.nt him to ho.ve the enormous so:tisfn.ctill>n 
of holcline the finishe<l volume in his hanc1 s. I c'icJ not wo.nt t0 upset him by shortening 
it more th;;m we alreo.c1y h~d clone , onc1 cvontu~lly I cleciclecl to r:o o.heac1 myself by bor­
rowing the cn.pi tal to print the book pri vr:te ly - cc:1.in. •rony fully supported me in this. 

I wrote to Jo.clc HoywarCl, tellinG him wha.t I want eel m do ~ne'\ how much it woulcl cost 1 and 
vli thout hosi ta.tion h e cgreec to make an interest-free l onn of n.s much as was needed for 
as lone a.s nocGssary. 

Next I asked Pam Da.rlo.ston if she would o.c t as .Proc.luction mnnae;er, l'lhich she d icl . \'li th-
out charee , and in the c.utumn of 197 7 the m<muscript was dcliv e rec1 to her. lh thout 

- - "'.qr e;enerous expertise anc1 kinC! ness 1 and the interest she t ')Ok in the proj'ect, the book 
.,uld never h~ve been what it finally t-T::.s, anC' the costs were kept to ~n c::.bsolute 

nimum <:.sa result of her knm·T leccea.bility. Mcnnwhile, I hD<" been back to Lundy a 
u.ple of times to sort out photos f o r the illustrc.tions ,,, i th Ur Gave, nnc c1o a.ll the 

.·~her to.sks thc.t were necessary. Ue both cnjoyl)c1 the bit v1Hh the photos, Hhich he 
had a.l l in a. he~p in a biG sui teAse, a.nc~ he Jttas very amusing with anecdotes n.bout all 
the people \vh0se phot':IS vie fr>Und . 

Four other pe')ple were involvcc1 in helping r~uring these stac;es: Mn.ry Go.de anc1 Peter 
Ho.rman J ones both re ncJ throue h the m:muscript <.~ncl they helpec1. vli th put tine mn.ny things 
right. J ohn Dyke, '"i th chC1.r.:\cteristic interest a.nc1 gonerosi ty, .Proviclec~ the c esign 
for the Clust Hrapper l:'-n<1 ':~ne of the illustrations. Col in Taylor sugc;ested ancl executed 
a mo.p of the villac:;e , e1nc' p r oviclec'!. overythinc tlwt w~s necoss"ry for the printine 1f 

the ma.p of Luncly - ec;a.in t-ri th interest ~.nr~ r,-enerosi ty. I Cl on' t think I ever a.skecl 
a.nyboc1y for nny kinc1 of he l p tho.t t·m.s not freely eiven, anc1 l>rillint:ly tiven, a.nc' I 
think thc.t this gooc1 Nill ~~Jas o. gr<:tl.t tribute t0 r.f r Gac.1e himself. 

To keep the c~sts c1 t:nm, I Clocic1e(l to c1 istributo the books myself , so I cluplic::~.tec' an 
order f o rm which I sent to everyone I cou 1<1 think of >·Jho mi,-·ht be in terestec'. Publi-
cation·_: w::~.s pr,)misecl for June 1978, so I a llowed for Cl cl<.1.ys onc1 a.rrn.ne;ed to eo to Lu.ncJy; 
f or two weeks in July t o deal with the C')pios <"elivored there, ho.vine ~ispatchcd some 
of the copies c'!elivoroc} ~.t h·)mc before I left . But o f c ·mrse they c1 ic1n ' t arrive 
until the c' <.'.y before I l·ms c1 uc t 'J leo.ve f o r Lunoy . No time t o <1 0 c.nythinc but take 
six C·ipics with me, Nhich vms nll I coulc' cnrry tr:;vollinr,- alone. I co.rrioc' those 
six heavy books up to lilr Gr:de ' s h')USe ns s oon e1.s I lanc1 eel , o.n<" c.t lone last I was able 
t o put the book in his ha.nc~s. Thoro \'l::-!.3 a si l cmcc; ~nc1 then he saic1 , " Oh! It ' s a 
£..£§]b book!" t'lhich , in fact, proved t·.) ba a fc..irly c ommon ren.ction. I prefer to pass· 
over tho hnrrnssments of the next two weeks. lily gnllc:mt husband mo.nhanc" le(1 the rest 
of the books to Lunc1 y , anc'l pn.ticnt ly helper1 me t o extricate myself £-rom the mucl.c1 le I h'a.d 
got into Ni th numbGrinr; the copies, recorc1 inG the sales, the m-:mey r.nr1 the postnge nnc1 
so on. It No.s interesting t o see how the thrill of publishecl a.u.thorship g r adun.lly 
took hold of Mr Gacle ; he hac' seemed bemuse<' at first, ancl anxious thn.t people should 
approve of it . As it becnme pla.in th:~t people <1 ic1 app r •JVO of it , ha bog~n t) enjoy 
himself more nn<" more, nnc nea.rly ahrays \'shen he wvs n l one ho lJOulf" be rca.c1 inc it . 
He on j oy ec1 si(ininc copies n.nc1 wri tin(; r'e<] icn.ti.:ms . nnc' i t r:avc him a. r;rea.t c1 en.l of 
pleasure t o receive kinc1 letters anc1 c omr:- limcmts fr:m his frionr~s. Ho hn.d a pe1.rty nnd 
~ siltg-sone t-:> cclebr~to, nncl my l ast n.birlin,:-: memory is nf his singine "Go·::H~nicrht 

S\'icethea.rt " at the top of his v oice \vhcn every0no hn.c1 r:onc home anr1 he \>TnS r,ettincr 
ren.cly for bee~ . 

In the n.utumn he wa.s taJ<:en ill , anc' he <1 ieo on Lunc'y nn Oct.28th . He usecl to sa.y thn.t· 
he ha.<~ hc.d " A cooc1 innincs" . 
P.S. Those books ~re nnw soucht-after! Copyrieht r eserved. 16.6.84 
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LUNDY' BELLS 

" Lu.ndy in a bluebell sea. Rin{~S ever Lundy bells f 0 r me ." 

This c oupl et is the final one ()f a sonnet called " Lu.nd.y Bells" by Doril Gilbert, \.Yho 
has v e ry kinc1 ly a.llot.YC(1 your Ec1 • to inclu.c1c t'tm seal poems in this Ne\-.rs lottcr. Miss 
Gi l bert is hoping t o publish hcr Lu.n r1y poems . so L.F.S ' membe r s n.r e r:ivcn a p re-vi el'l. 
(B. t . 'l'l J ohn Gilbert, en L.F. S member. \'l:.tS John Hc.rm"n ' s C.O.) 

SEAL LURE 18.8.84 

Only no t·l c nn I unc1 crst<~nd 
Hm·1 the ancient mn rincr lurccl t o l ~.nd 
B(V the s ine inc o f se~.1s su.dc.cnly found , 
All t oo lnte, . his ship n.r.; r ou.nc1. 
There on the r ocks the ser..Hcecl s t·lirls 
Lime a bc<1.uteous maiden ' s chestnut curls; 
But the livinr.; forms tha.t S\'lim a.m1 pl~y 
Are l:>r o\m eyed seal s: with c o<1.ts of r;r ey. 
The s0ilor ti rod from his cb.ys a t sea 
Also blin~ed by look out micht easi ly be 
A prey to the s hapes of svrirlinr: mist 
Imne ing the m~i0s who ro not exist. 
But the sone is there nnc' the sonr; is real 
The metl ocl i ous cry of the Lunc"y Seal 

"AJ'chaeology is Alive & Uell , & Resic1 ine in the !·!est Country" . by Ann Uestcott 

\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 
•. 

These a r c not my \·ro rc1 s but J D.mes f<! ildren ' s i n W1N (10/1/87). He is r eferri nG t o twO' \ 
pri ze 'l'rinnine 1·1cs t - Cou.nt ry a rchaeol 'J(.:'ica.l works, one by Cha rles Thomas , whoso partner­
ship with Kei th Ge.r c1ne r in c1ic;Ginr; the cemetery cm Lunc'y may well be a lrea<ly kno \-m t o 
LFS membe rs. ~Exploration of n. Dr o\mC(l L;mc1 sca.pe"by C.T . i s about the Sci ll i es) . 
I have just finishec~ C . ~r ' s " Col tic Bri t c.i fu" ('Pho.mcs & Huclsofu) , l'lhich I found most 
interestinG & exci tinr, in spi t0 of .the s chol.:1.r ' s caution Ni th "1-Thich he c::.ppro().ches this 
tr~ilit . Arthuricn r ealm; or because of th~.t c~u.tion your Ec1 i tor ' s tenc1ency is t o the 
hic;h R0mn.ntic 1 nnc t o have thnt tcnc1 ency discipl incC' by the cnr cful ann-lysis o f evidence 
a.nc.l by <:l. f ormit1.::.ble l>i b lior;raphy , ond yet still t o be al l ovrcd the existence of a Col tic 
entity, is deeply s0:1ii s f <::.c t lry. r.rhere is use mac0 of the Lu.nc1y excav<1ti0n materia l in 
the chr.pter on the C<.: l tic Church nnc' co.rly Christ i nn memorials. The re are bea.utiful 
o.nr1 h<.:lpful illustrations, anfl ?nyonc l·Iho 11<1nts to knJw .::.bout his p<1st, (& Lunc~y ' s c on­
n ection with it) would ~njoy the book. 

Uhilc I •ms rcc.<.1inc the chapter on the Col tic Church I \tlas struck by a. comment, " • • • irr 
S.U.Brit <dn ther e i s virtually no ovit1 oncc of p0pu.l a.r Christianity before the 6th C • • 
Here r,iven tho pr oximity, thr•mch Bri ttony t c Christ i nn GD.ul, <1 mensure of Eu.ropen.n 
infl uence is r;eoe ra.phically l:i.k0ly & historicn.lly suprort nbl e" (p .l2.3). 

I -v10nc1 crec~ if this Breton connecti ~n mi r;ht .'1.cc ount f0r the Orr~.t ory of St.Anne (p . 45) or 
St . Ann (.p . 97) (both pace r efs. t ? Ch:1nt cr' s " Lunc1 y 11

). Ri sdon ' s 11Survey of Dcv~n" 
(1811, re- pub li shed P0rcupinos, Pilt on Street, Barnstcpl c 1970) coos n0t menti ~n s uch 
n. cho.pe l on Luncly, but he <, :)os speak (p .339) of St.Ann ' s Cho.pe1" ve ry near the seo., 
yet 1'ou.bt s not d r o•minr;. s0 much as sl-ml l oNinc up nf the snJv1s. c' riven by (' ri fts of 
the North Hest \·tinds ••• • He r eby i s the uni on of •• • T0uriCr:e (Sic) & Tau." He clearl;r 
refers t o So.unt on, which -vms San t on (£.~ in Domos<ln.y Bo~Jk 1086 1 San t on in the Assize 
Rolls 1249 o.ncl Sampt on in the Ca l 0ndar of I nquisitions post mort em 1505 . (Place Th.1.mes 
o£ Devon 1931 Vol . ! p . 33) . 

" Snnton" in french , io the lit t le Sa.int o r fi c:u.re in e. crib scene at Chr i s tm n.s time . 
P~rhn.p s nci thc r <J,Jt Sn.unton nor on Lunc1y D.r e ... re obsorvinc a ceclico.tion t o St .Ann. Pe r -
haps both places cnmmcm') r!"'..te o.n en.rly mi ssionery l>~ho built a cell anCI an or ntcry on 

\ 
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Lum1y., ..of the ~inC' descr±bec1 by CT ir{;~<Jb;l-ai:lt1y on the Col tic Church , o.ncl o.nother 
on the .mo.inlo.nd. . no:t . .fo.r from ·Lundy. 

~f S[!.unton wo.s Sarnpton in 1505, perhaps the Saint/Missionary \>JaS Sn.rnpson (f1.550) who 
is firmly des cri becl by the Concise Dict:i onary of No.tional Biot;re).phy n.s a British Saint. 
Ho \-Tas oc1ucatec1 n.t a monastic school in Llo.ntwi t Mr..j ·1r orcl nined by Du."frriciu:s, ostablisE+­
hed D. community on the banks of the Severn, but he \-l<l.S a.lso a.bbot of thcrnonastory of 
Germcmus (presumably a t il.uxerre thoueh my edition of the DNB does not say) 1 ~he 
built the monastery of Dol in Brittany where he vie~ . (Ge rmanus Dubricius & Snmsoro 
arc all mentioned. by CT in his chapter on the Cc: l tic church). Germo.nus had boon 
several things before his conversion, i)o rho.ps Srunpson too boca.mc a missionary l u.te, 
D.nd No.s ed.u.catcd l r..te in the a rea. he wns o.lreac1 y cvc.nc;o l i zing . il.ny LFS member is ait 
entire li bcrty t o tJ.emolish· tho \-Jhole theory. · 

In c·r Is bibl'ior,-r a.phy ( unc er the headinc " North Britons" ) i s Nikola.i To lstoy Is "The 
Q.·)ost for Merlin" (Lonc1 0n 1985). Yiour Ec1i tor c~n stront;ly recommencl this t oo. It 
i s a piece of cl.eli bernte specula tion, <:mrl it is f ascinn.tin{f, \.shether you. ~Jgree with D. 

sin(5le word or not. You r eally need t o r oad the book t o see \>Thr~.t it is about 1 the 
maxtur e is too rich to tell you of . I think it HoulC' l1c fn.ir to sey it attempts to 
establish a fact ual existence for a. man called l1erlin 1 o r o. mon whose function was o.s 
the Merlin , the tribal Shnmnn. The o.tt empt uses Col tic f olklore on<l history .. and 
geocraphy. 

I wrote t o Count Tolstoy about o. r e f e r ence t o Luncy in his book 1 and received the 
'follov1ing reply: "The refe r ence to Luncy as o. Celtic Othe r• .. w rlcl is r;iven in o. foot-
note t~ my book. I cn.n ' t finr, it now, but o.s I r ecall i t comes from Sir John Rhys ' s 
" Celti c Folklore". 

The conception was of Lunc'y itse lf as the Otherworlc1 • thoU[;l 's precis ely \·That thnt 
entailed is hare to specify. There is ho\~ever o. secur a.ri secl ~.ccount pf existence on 
the compa.r a.ble Othe rworlc i sla.m1 of Grn.ssholrn, prcservec in the Helsh t c.le " Bro.mren 
cl<'lu.ghter of Llyr". 

I am hard o.t \-Jork r:.t p r esent -vrri tine in novel f orm the: " auto'!:li or:r \1.flhy 11 of lllerlin . As 
my p<:!.r ents first md . oh Lunc1y, pc rhnps I too c nn cl~.im a n Othcr-Horld nssoein.tion! 
Ylours sincerely 1 .N...i~9l~·k Tolstoy ." 

Volh.l.me 118 of the Devonshire Associo.ti0n trn.nso.ctions is n0\'1 out n.nd contains " Myrtle 
Ln.n~hom ' s c1 olir;htfully info rm ntive ess&.'y 0n the Heaven F<llllily of Lundy (1836- 1916) ' 
the only owners of the islnn c. who actually ma.clo it thei r home , " (J~~cs Mildron l"H·iN 
10/1/87.) Copi es can be obtained , I am sure you tould like to know, price £6 from the 
Devonshire Associntion , 7 The Close , Exe·ti:e r EXl lEZ . 

\·le may not think of the Heaven Q<rouPe.tion a s l ea.vine "a.rchacolocico.l r emn.ins", but· 
all remains evcntuo.lly a r e n.rchn.co l ocicnl, and Lundy is a.n exception a l site, sho\'Ting 
oc·cupation almost continuously from at lcnst the ~1esoli thic period . il.sk Kei th 
Gardner! 

LUNDY IS NO HANDICAP 

Jim Somerficlcls first ~.sso.ul t on Lu.nc1 y took p l c.ce in Septcrnl.,er 1979 on one of Bob 
Britton' s birc1 watchine; holi c?.eys. ~im har1 visited the North Devon co::1.st for mo.ny 
years and seeine; Lu.ncly in the clistnnce hac1 resul t od in his interest beinG a r oused. 

\1e were al l on the Pier a t :Llfracombe tha t September ca.y -vrhen Jim arrivecl on crutc-hes ! 
Yes 1 there \-m.s an element of sur prise o.nr'l D.PI" r ohension among the party! However, he 
me1nogecl t o tr.nnsfer from " B. a lmor D.l" t o th0 Lancing Bea.ch wi thou.t t oo much c'\ifficul ty. 

il.s his first week ' s visit procr esscd, he bec o.mc more .nmbitious anr h eaded for North 
Encl . The first probl em Q.rose l-lhe n he decided to visit Ponc1sbu.ry, her:.c1 in(5 l'Jest from 
the mr.~in track . Soon his ol bO\>T crutches had sunk into the bog ancl ·as he withdrew 
them he l oft tho rubbers bu.ri er1 in tho bog . NothinG f o r it but t o burrow into the 
boe with his bare h~J.n<Js t o rctriov o them. From Pondsbury he pr~..c ccc.1. cd t o the st ile 
in Ho.lf\·my 11/o.ll which proved t o be quite t:~n obstncle . Aft e r several fruitless 

' 
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attempts to {:et over the only al tornntive was t o \'.'ric,r; lo unc1or. Ta.lcinG n. cleop 
brenth he did cccomnlish this but almost loft his tr:)users "!Johinc.l. LZl.ter c1 u ring tha.t· 
so.mo \'look he hl~.s observed crm-1line ~.rount' tho perime t e r of the Devil ' s Limekiln. 
He confesses t o n >t h avint; boon th~ro since r-.nt' h~.s n~ p lans f or n. return visit . 

Pom1 sl.n .. try \W.s also the scene of D.nothor eccapo.c1c sever al years l o.ter . A Buff 
Broaste<.~ Sane. riper "~<rn.s r eGpons i 1)le . l~s Jim D.pp r on.ch0d t o cet o. better v i eN of the 
birc1 he \vo.s ~)blivious t o the fo.ct tha.t ho h o.tl sunk CJlmost up t o his W<J.ist in the bor, . 
This time three school boys laid plonks t o f n.cilit:).to his extrn.ction! ~·!hen he 
rcturnoc1 to Bie St. Johns he really did smell like a scwnce f~rm. Becfl.USe of that 
incic' ent he o.cqui reel the nomo of "Swamp Hn.llo\·rer". 

O!l<ro \'thcmwe l·rero stC!.yjne o.t Little St.John ' s , Jim "ms an hour l nte o.rr~v~ne f o r 
dinner . Now Jim ha.s n.lwn.ys sho\'m a very mn.rkoc' reluctrmce to lenve . the To.v-crn so we 
i·'''~"o not t oo n.l~.rmcH' , o.~·l'J '~hen he eventuclly n.rriveu he expln.inoc~ that he he.d got him'-
.-.- ~ .. l f tr("l.ppec~ <:.c-...r.1. on the r!lnl1oC. enC!ron pnth. I aLlso rcc c>.ll th11t Jim hncl clecicled to coi-
~.v;t the h ornn i:"rom c. c1cw.d Son.y which hn.r oxpircc' nnc1 come "t o rest some wn:y Clmm the 
f:·~r'ola.nd· near ~!1o Battery. !le sot off armec1 \'Ii th a. ho.cks D.vl to pe rform this cruosome 
tas k a nc1 hnvi_n., : n.c com~' l i8hcc:1 same, in his o'lrm wor c1 s " har1 c:r oo.t cliffi cul ty in scr~mb­
line ba.ck up .::;.-:.in vli thvut c.lon~.tin[~ self , crutches horns ~.nc1 h e! cksa.\'1 to the foaming 
so~ bcl o\'1 . 11 

He is a koen t<.:lXi(1er rn ist n.n(, on the \>T<:'.Y t o llfro.c0mbc to stay on Lunr' T; he came o.c r oss 
a freshly cl.en.'l. ba.dgcr by the ro<l.r' s~c,e. Quick o.s o. flc.sh he wa.s out of the ce1r, 
:·c.moved the l1:-1.<'ger ' s hood for his to.xi clc rmy n.ncl c~0l)OSi tee' sw.me in tho boot of his cnr. 
lll1en he r eturned to the c n.r on Ilfracombe Pier a.ft e r stn.yinc; on Lundy for c.. week the 
smell wn.s unima{~ino.ble. 

In spite of n.nt1 because of, o.ll these thinc;s Jim is a g r en:lt ch_n.r nc"ter ~nd his cheer­
fulness is an cxa.mple t o those of us uho ore able- bod ied nncl sometimes complain about 
1.-:ha."t o.re reo.lly trivi a l thinr··s. Lone m0.y he r eturn t o Lundy t o inspire us. 

D M Kcstoll 

J.~IRD TRIP TO LUl-IDY - Sf~T. 5th ... 12th OCT.1985 comFi lec'l by B.H.Bniley 

fJ.'hc second trip t o Lun<1y f or 1985 commence<, Cl.t 5. 30.9.m on Saturcb:y 5th October when two' 
t;:"!.rs containinc five members. of the c r oup nnc1 two nt}lOrs loft Sto;:1 ~h0tl'sc.. c·on0or.n 
over the ucnther mea.nt tha t continr.;cr.::cy plo.ns hac1 "t.0~r. mce s o .:s t0 travel on the 
' 'Pol nr Bea.r" from Bicleforc if the n ~· ~:;J.['n<l er"· could not convoy u s from Clovelly. As 
ii; turned out, this inc1eod ~-Jcs the case so the on•J hour's journey by 1·1otor I.a.uno-h \'IC S 

cxchn.neccl f or five r n.ther choppy ones on the steamer. 

At lone l a st we arrivGc1 some of us a. littl>3 \'lorse for the trip. but in ~ood he a.rt. 
Perhaps no\'/ is (). [('Ood time ~ o perform r oll-<rnll - lac.lies first . Miss J Bailey (Free­
loader), Mu.ry Dolvos , Sue Stovens , J.~.:mrico Durh1:1m 1 Roy Birchor . Brio.n Bailey, nncl most 
importr.mt of c.ll , if only bocf.l.use h e hml the ·bickcts .:<.n<' the 'voek 1 s supply (sorry t 
week ' s sup_ply) of \-rine, Anc~y Stevens. 

No1-1 if you c n.n, im~ine this c1 ivcrse n.ssornbly around. the t a.blc in our h0lid~:y cott age 
partq.kine in their firs t meal f o r some hours, \-Jhen in c o.me t He excitccl bird lmtchers. 
" Ho hn.vo 11rho..t -vse think is a. r eel eyed v:i.reo anc a sca rlet r osefinch"!! All the 
' Birders' in our party movec1• as ono f or their coats n.nu c l asses - " where? 11 said s ome­
ono, then , as if by moeio, like .:~. conjurer pulline them out of o. hat, the tlvO birds 
~ppe::.rcd in his hand . l!e l earnt later thn.t this Gentleman HU.S in fc.Ct U. tr~.inee 

rinc;e r v1ho , thou[ih not connectec1 t·Ii th the l)revious party rinc in(.! the v1eek befor e, ha.d 
holp0d them by '\ITOrkine the helic;ol.:md tr~.p every time he pf'.ssec1 it. Knovrinc we ha.d 
a:rrived on the steamer tha.t e..ftc rnoon , he h~.c do ne the so.me for us with consic1o r o.ble 
suacess . The bir cs wei-e then r..uly ring0(1 nnC'. vecorcled 1vi th n.ll the ros·pect n.nd. 
doli bcra tion they deserved , r efer ence 1)cin~ mac1 c many times to a phrr..se in Bill Odcl ie ' s 
little bl ack book Hhiah I h ope the l n.clies r:monr-:s t us clid no t unc1 ers tand, o.nc'l vrhich 
shall ffO down here as a C.M.F., we pr~cccdeu to ad~ eir;ht bir0s t o the toto.l riheed 
tha.t do.y , n.ncl r etire-cl t o our respective sleeping quarte rs tirec1 but happy. 
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SuhdaYJ. ]f yesterday had been the hiGhlight of the week, t oday must surely have been 
the low. Rain and stronG vtinds persisted cons tcmtly all claylic;ht hours ~cl into the 
nie;ht. The kitchen was turnec, into a c1 ryine r oom, resem1)1in& Q. chine se l au.nclry t.Ji th 
a:ll manner of stranc;e garments fest ooned in the most odd pl a ces , and , in f~.ct , l1y the 
end of the vreek anyone t"li th a po.ir _of m:1.tchinc socks conside red themse lves very lucky. 
One bird lo~n.s add0d t o the rin(:ing list tocby, nets not boinc; oponod at a ll. The · 
~.wallow , for tha.t is what it vtas, came from the Heligolancl tra:p vthen inspect eel last 
thing at dusk. It t·rould seem that Hirunclines hav.e c;reater clifficul ty than passej;irres 
escaping from this ty_pe of trap , due t o the f nct that l eft t o themselves, they a.lwo.ys 
fly to the top t .herc1)y encoun1;erinc the baffle fi ttee for the purpose of preventinc; 
escape , whereas ~asserinos tenc1 to W)rk out l ov1er clown in the bushes. It is therefore 
good practic-e to visit these traps first thins in the mo rninG anc) ln.st thincs at nicht, 
as well as makine; regul:1.r visits, so as to r e l ease any hire s caueht in this way tihen 
set. 

Monc'ay. Today is IV!aurice ' s birthcl~.y - Happy l' irthday Jlio.uric·e. He ha.v:e b0en a.way 
many times it twulcl s eem -:m :!;his cJo.t e, l1ut h ave yet t o ascertn.in his c.<;e . Still 
t'linc1y t oe' ay , but vre c .:1.n open nets in the s h e l t e r ctl. v alley of Millcoml.1e anc1 by 
s plit tine into pairs can watch them continuous ly. Gooc1

. numl,crs of Golc:crests, abou1i 
ten rinced, but a.la.s l'tlo.uricc vie no t mn.nn.ce his Firecrest . (But he has mn.fu1.ged to ' 
cet it since on Scilly in November). · Shouts of "Hippolais" from Roy a.nd Ancty aro~ct 
lunch-time had us a ll conc r eeo.tccl in no time o.t (1.11 f o r excellent views of an I0torine 
Harbler workinc its way t o a 60 1 net, ov e r the t op to sit on a wa ll 2 1 a-vro.y 1 a round 
another 30 ' net a ncl c1.isa.ppc<.~.rec1 not t o be seen <:1{~\l.in unti l it turnecl up caught in the 
bottom go.rc1 en net. Slowint; do>m mi cl- a ft c rn oon , off-duty members tra mped on the t op 
parts ·:>f the islnnc' 1 lout th(~ l'Jind , still s.t-1 . and fo rce 5/6, t-ms v e ry unploaso.nt <:md 
not a bird in siGht . Returned t o base via the loc~ccs a.nc1 junr;lc p.; .ths. Goocl. views 
of Raven on eq;st sid e . 60 birc1s rinrjec". , l oG t o be '1-tri tt en up a.nc1 speci es ' s h eets 
fill ec1 in. 

Tuesdo.y . Some members of our p~rty a re still a little the worse f o r woo.r this morn-
ing, but nevertheless nets vre r e or<3n rm time, an <'! the c ooc1 Dn.sso~e of Swallows that: 
st o.rtcC! y esterc c:1.y continue<'l . Rr>y sot up o. fli ck no t ov e r the p0ncl a t Millcombe a.ncl 
mo.nagec1 t o ca tch 36, the s ec ,.'nc1 highest td:o.l f o r a.ny sinr:le s pecies in one ~~y , a.nd 
indoecl this turned out t :) be 0ur best cl~:w with 7 3 bi rt1s rinceC!. 

HocJnesC' ay. The m0rning sta.rt oc1 very slow -vli th only five brrds ringed in the first 
five hours. This, in fact . w~s to be the pa.t t e rn for the whole dn.y , 23 new birds 
be ing the gra.nd tot a l. Aft e r lunch Roy nnd Andy disappc<1 r ed nlong the e a.st s ide 
jungle pa th returning some two hours l a ter v1i th t c.les of o. sm.::1 ll brown \'la.rbler . I 
then spent the next three quarters of a.n hour in the same spot a.nd s a.w not one bi rd . 
I ha.ve my suspicions that they had a crafty .' kip ' n.ftcr l a.st night's festivities. 

--... 
Thursday. On waking t his morning vw all h ad t he f ooling c. ch;mgc wa.s on the -vmy , a l-
though the wind is still from the s . w. it continu ecl to -a ecrcase a.ll morning a.nd by 
mid- Clay was down to force 2/3 and ve ry misty. SHo.lJ.ows came thro.u.gh ogn.in torlo.y, 32 
ringcc. a ft e r their a.bscnco y estercln.y, but Ni th o. tota l of 42 nel-v birc1 s ringecl, this 
r eflects the sta tus of othe r speci es toclay. ' 

Fric o.y. Tocl e!y I cannot Clo bett e r t h<1.n t o l eo.v e to Roy ~s it Nas he · v-rho found the 
"goody" so here in full is hi s o.ccou.nt from the c'n.ily log. "Quite o.n uncJerst t1.tement, 
it was bloody rno.rvcllous, winc1 s.vl. \-tith fog t o s t art them veering e . s.c. mic elle of 
the c a.y. Ui th tho change cn.mc the bi res . I wo.s summon ec1 hy Ma.urice n.nc1 Bria.n to 
hov e a. l ook nt a bir0 caught i n the t e r race tro.p . Expecting g oodness knows wha t I 
opened the bag with g r ea.t c nr c , ;m c1 ff l o ry, g l ory, they h n<1 k ept fo r me my bor;y bird-
a. superb Yellow-Browefl ~h1.rbler. Mn.uricc at area t pcrsono.l expense offered it to me 
to ring anc1 proc·es s . I g r otcfu.lly a.cccpt ec! <:l ncl the be n.utiful birc1 was <~uly rccorcl ecl , 
the fifth rint;e<'! on Lunc1 y . Gooc1 trapping on the terra ces by M.E.D . That \oms the 
s t o.rt of it, just hef0r e the Ye llow Br ot·rec1 .

1 
55 Chaffinches fell out of the f oe; into 

the trees a.t Millcombc, a.nd mov ef.l swi f tly tm-v~.rrs the t op of the i s l a ncl . S~ortly 
ll.ftcr\•T:;J.r cl s a. roe bren.s tco Flycn.tcher a.pp earoc,, :).nf then m. snipe from above M~llc?mbe, 
then a Nic,htingC~ le - l'lhich NO Noulc1 ·clea rly h<wc like t o tu.rn i~t J n. Thrush N~gh~ 1nga.le. 
As the evening p r ·igrcssec" mo-re anc" more po.ssage c~mtinu ec, . Swallot-ta., House Ma.rt1ns, 
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Mea.dovJ Pipits an<.l Cho.ffinches . I inspectefl··the net above "the boa.t house which hacl 
caught about six bircls all the ~tteek , in the seconCI .. shelf was a ·bircl which I thoucht 
at first , bccn.use of its streakecl breast t-:<1.s a Pipit, t-.ut as soon c.s I pickecl it out , 
it was obvious thnt it was a. l)irc1 I clid not recognise , Olive Ba.ckec1 Pipit or t·1hat ! 
A qui ck check throu!Jh Svenson confirmec that it tvas not a Pipit. Opening the Americamr 
guic1e there was a Grey-chcekec thrush just like ours - wo•-.r !!!!!! A second C.M.F. 
for the week . After Maurice ' s aesture v1i th the yellovT browecl , I coulCl only reci-
procate - t'lha.t courtesy." 

Footnote All in all a. superb week - it will be a long time, if ever, before we shall 
ha.vc such g0od l)iroint; a.ga.i n. 

290 birds ringed one 75 retraps . He hope t o publish a. full c1escription of all gooclies 
caUf,'ht in o. later bulletin. 
(The c1 escription of "eoorlies " is in the bird notes- Er1

.) 

Ytour Ed. ic still t-Jo rking on tho ,1e ~lariscos. Here is an extraordinary outcrop of 
the n(l.lllo broueht t o my attention by Peter Christie. The nearest the dictionary of 
National Biogrn.phy r e:.!ches to Suffolk, is Ad am cle Marisco (c1.1257?), aclviser and 
friencl of Robort cle Grossteste , Archc1eacon o f Uorthn.mpton and Lincoln and Bishop of' 
Lincoln : a tenuous link. Can a.ny rcn.der cl o better? 

Fr.om Peter Christie, 30 Lim.; Grove, Bi(lcf ::>r d, Devon 

In one of his i<.liosyncrntic introductions t o a v•.)lume in the Suffolk Green Books •· 
series S .H .A. Hervey mentions an interesting recorr1 ho hacl c ome n.cross in tronscri bing 
and printine the parish reGisters of Little Sa.xham. He notec.1 the ma·rriage on 2 
October 1623 of a Robert Hinter anc~ a Muroiscc::. Romana. He vJri tes of Muroisca (also 
spelt Ma.riscoe) "There is no mistaking the race to t-Jhich she bclonced (i.e.gypsy), 
Christian na.me and surname bo"th procl.:1im it , ancl prob<.1.bly, if l'/e could see her , 
something else would proclaim it too. " 

He ch~rts he r marriec life ~ne the birth of her five children , one of whom, Robert, 
had a C.aurrhter bn.ptisec' Muroisco n.fter her rrranrlmotho r l>~ho hn.d diec1 in 1657. 
Hervey thought that the g ran(1chilc1 ren h~<, moved to nearby Bury St.Edmunds, a sup­
position that was substantiated when ho came to transcribe nnCl publish the pnrish 
registers of St.James in Bury. On p. xvii of the volume of marriages he writes of 
"Muroisco Rornana, the Gipsy Girl" sa.yinc of the unusual Christian name " By marringe 
the name was carried into the Forster or Foster frunily of Dury . In 1710 \'las bap-
tized Marisco Forster who married (l) Fra nk Fuller in 1737 , (2) Samual Hright of.' 
Chevincton in 1758. I cl o not see the name :after that·." 

I had noticed these entries \'!hen usine the t\-10 volumes anc1 thus t·H:ts very interested 
to/hen I came across· this unusua l Christian name as a later <.1 n.to thnn Hervey had 
found. 'rho human story , however, is not very ec.lifyinf, o.lthoueh from a genea.lotr.ica.l 
point of view the continuations of a. ' f.:Lmily ' name is fascinating. 

On 26 January 1758 Frank Fuller t-1as buried in the churchyard of St . J ames, Bury and a 
month later his will was proved in which he left a ll his property to his ~trife 
Murrisker (sic). This Frank wu.s an innkeeper an(~ his -v1ic1ow remarried, by licence, 
only four months after his cl.eeth, one Samuel l!richt of Chevinc;ton, another innkeeper. 

Of the first marriaee there l·rere apparently 4 chilc1 ren '"ith another, Thomas, possibly 
resulting froiTD the second marri ace . This Thomas ma.rriec1 , for the seconcl time, in 
1777 at St.Mary ' s , Bury, one Susa.n Hunt of that parish. On Christmas Day 1778 the 
couple ~ven-t to the church t-Jhero they ha.f1 been married o.nc1 baptised their claw;hter 
Murrisker. A note in the rer,ister ac1rls that the child wa.s born on 6 Oc-tober 1771 
i. c . six years b0forc the parents had ma.rriecl ! This daughter was thoi r only child as· 
f <J.r as I can see which is just as well consic1 erina the life she lec1

• 

In January 1793 aced 22 she was a.rrestoc1 for loi t erinrr l-Jhilst a. suspicious nine months 
lat e r she eave birth to a femo.lo chilc1. In May 1794 she appeo.recl before the Bury 
magistrates anc allegcc1 that John Roberts, n. local u 1.tchmnker "'as: the father of her 
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bastard child . The bi rth ha:d t<:!ken plnce o.t the house of Thomas Catton alias Cacln<:~y -
Bury's most notorious brothel-keeper of the time. The chilcJ was baptised Susan in 
1798 at St . Mary's . 

In 1796 f>iurriskcr a{;ain appearecl in court - this time to na.mo Thomas Mash as the f ather 
of a child as then unborn. She still gave herself the status of sin{Jle- woman. I 
have found no further trac-e of this chile, so can only presume it miscarried or tlied 
very soon after bi rth. 

In December 1802 the St . J.1ary roeisters recor c1 the marrioee of one f.1orisea llright epin­
ster and J ohn Ua.tson of Dullineham, Cambs. l'liCl o~ver . Marriec1 life, hO\vever , dic.ln ' t 
a.ppoaT to suit this l ac1y. In February 1806 she cave birth to a. ma.le child at Bury 
Uorkhouse anc" later namec1 John Br a.m1• of 13ury, a l'rhi tesmi th, as· the father. In the 
court papers she appen.rs as roia.risca Urieht alias Natson. 

The l ast t:;limpse I have so far caU(;'ht of Marisca/Murrisker is in January 1812 when her 
daughter Susan is accused of attemptin& to murder her mother - .and one is tempted t o 
ask who can blame her? In this case f.larisca styles herself wic'1ow thour:h whether this 
wa.s true or not I do not kno-vr. 

As I said at the he{~inninc - n0t an ed ifyinG story but its interest li es in three direc -
tions·. First ly the c ontinuati rm of an unusul'l.l fnmily Christian no.me over nearly 200 
years at l east , scc0ncly, the possible c•>mplexities of family descents where ' immoralit~' 
wn.s c ommon, nnc thirdly, the use of both maiCen o.nr1 marrierl names one being termed fl:n 
' alias 1 • Dearinc in mi nc1 that l'riarisca appears t o h~.ve had i:l.t least 4 namoc1 lovers 
ctnd had children by 3 of them n.s \vell as usinr: various surnnmos fnirly casuo.lly one 
aan see tha:t such a \Wman \wul<l be n. fn.mily hist orian ' s niGh tma r e. 

The f oregoinr; is rmly a. v ery briGf resume of my finc1ines on the family - the name 
Marisca is spe lt in many WJ..ys oven bcinc, a.bbrevi ateo t o Murray several timos nnd once 
being ron<lerecl .:l.S ?l'in.rr.:;r ate . t~.t least seven ~t-wmen oear. the name ancl it wa.s c a.rrie(l in-
to various Suffolk families. My researches are s till continuinp, and I would be plehsed 
to hear from anyone coming across the name in or der to complete the fa.mily tree as f'~r 
a.s possible. 

~--- - -

LUNDY by J<:l.ckie Hetheringt :m 

Everybody knot-1s that- Lunc1y is ve ry c;ooc for rock climbinc;, {~rea.t for bi rd watche r.s a.ncl 
how quite r emark.:t.bl c for r1 iv0rs but is thoro anythinc for or dinary f <:1milics to do? 
rrhe anst-Jer from al l of us is a most d.efini to yes. He actually r an out of time am~ 
hope to return next year ( ' 87) . 

The first thine \'le did, as the l'Iinn \>Jasn ' t too stronc was to go c1own and peer over the 
t op of the Devils Limekiln. It was a· l one l'la'Y c~. 'Jwn to whe r e the sea washed in and 
out at the l1ottom amcJ my Y'JUnt; s on took s ome convincinr; that it >vas the same sea as· 
that ou.tsi cle the hole because it l ooket! so much l oNer. 

Our next exped.i tion was c1 ol'm t o Montaaue Steps. Ue were very proU<1 of the achiev emenit 
particularly those of us who tra.vollec~ s ome of the way on our backsiCies. l'Je were 
e.:lso wel l r euar rlec1 by fintlin~ a. sea l bobbin~ aroum1 in the t'laves a.t the bottom. 

it trip to the li{.;hthowme is a. must. the younr;cr ones enjoyec~ the climb anc. beine able 
to stn.ncl l·rhere the lirrht usec1 to be, n•)t to mention the echoes . t·le olc1er ones enjoyoo 
the magnificent view of the \'lhole island nnd triccl to shut our ea.rs t o the noise from 
the others. No a.lso vi si tee the church anc~ tolo~er. If you. fore ct a torch, as \o~e 
dio , it can be quite spooky coins up the stone ~tops pas t the belfry to the roof . 

My son loved explorinc; the battery with its co.nnons c.ncl r uined houses and >'le all 
marvellccl. at the ch<:'.sms in the Eo.rthqu<Jkos. 

Apart from nl l the t·ralkinr,, \'le spent quite a bit .Jf timu sittin5 reac1int~ or just watcming 
the seo. . It vms so peaceful an<J such a pleasure not being a ta.xi service here, there 
and evcry\-There . Ue also fed the fish in Rocke t Pole Pool. .He 1d never heo.rd o r seen 
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anythine like it' before but it dicln ' t im.Prsss us as much as Jtol.l·ts in Quarry Pond l'li th .. .... 
his big u~ly v acuum c'lea.ner mouth risint, from the depths. l·Je J.oved wa.tohine- the 
rabbits pD.rticul~.rly at <l u.sk vrhcn they all came out of their burrows. If you disturb· 
them its quite n. si[;ht seeinr; \-lhit e b -::>btails scatterin~ a:ll over the .Place. 

Ne j oined. the \·mrcen on a. seasho re l-Jalk ·me afternoon a.ncl crossec1 Hell 's Gate int o 
the Devils Kitche n . T-vto sea ls came a.lons t o watch us clamber ov e r the r ocks learnin&· 
all about the different types of searwed , sea. anemones shells a.nd cra.bs, not to men-
tion sponges ancJ. coro.l. He also went through the cave right unc1er Rat Isla.ncl. t'le 
came back via. South Li6ht o.nCI were v ery ~r:::.teful f o r the ne\v ropes and steps . 

The r opes also helpecl us to r.;et c' O\m t o Pilots Quay which t 0 us \·ra.s quite a challenee , 
like Devi ls Slide t o a proper climber. I think its true t o say tha.t we all c1id more 
th£'1.n we thour:;ht we coulc1 n.ncl I 'm sure its (~uc to the tota.lly relaxed \vay of living am 
the Island. · No just can ' t l'ID.i t to eet back a.nc1 explore s0me more. 

1886 on LUNDY Myrtle Ternstrom 

1886 \vas quite a. busy year ofu Lundy. Mr Uright , the new tenant, installed himself at 
the Big House (south \ving of the farmhouse) in the care of his house·keeper, Miss 
Fulshaw, and among his innovations l·Ias the construction of a. tennis court on the f:front 
lawn for the use of his daughters a.nd their friends, including the Heaven ladies. In 
Marah Mr & Mrs Drimscombe arrived to 1ake u.p their duties , he as groundsman/gardener, 
and she to work in the house. A Mr Ca.tford visited tho island, and took .Photogra.Phs, 
including some of the horses: the Heavens had hro now ones ca.lled Sul ta.n & Renee . 

The new little church was in use at the top of Millcombe , and in May the ne\v School­
house \vas finished n oa.rby: it Nas inaugura t ed with a grand concert, and the harmonium 
was taken there for the occn.sion . The next month Mr l·Jright reached an agreement with· 
the Post Office tha.t a mail s ervice should b e es t<!.blishod . ro.nd tha.t the _post office 
would be in the Store. The room behind the Store was a.nother pla.cc \'there concerts 
took pla.ce from time to time. 

Tourists were not o.lways ma.de to feel pa.rticula.rly wolcom0 1 a.nc1 one group who were 
forced to s tn.y ove rnight on the island becn.usc of sudden ba.d woo.ther \•tere not a.t all 
p l eased to be a.ccommod a t 0d in the hayba.rn Ni th not much to eo.t. Ono of them , a Mr 
Podmorc , o.ftertvn.rds published a. little pamphlet clescri bing their unfortunate experi-
ences, -vrhich he cnti tled "fl Night on Lundy Island" . A grou.P of 400 excursionists 
who came on tho steamer brought their Ol·m bcmcl Ni th them to the island, but their 
presenc-e was not app r ecin.ted o.s they inc1ulged in too much to Cl rink. 

In July the \'la.ter Lily came to fetch the isl<mders to tJ.ke them t o the mn.inland to 
exercise their vot e, ancl tha t same month tho Bishop came f or the confirmation of can­
didates, the first time tha t this hac been clone on Lundy ; formerly it h a.d been 
necessa ry to cross to the mainland . 

The Schoo lhouse appea r s to have been a.n ad junct to the church, and used for Sunclay 
School a.ncl La.y Readings, mc1 there vms no k itchen o.nnexe , lihich is a l ater addition . 
The ev eryday lessons f or the island children were c a.rrie<1 on in one of the cottages 
at "Sea View" (Do:rton Cott ages), t·thich t·r.::;.s referred to n.s "The Mincrva. Aco.c1emy", 
supervised by .Hilly Heo.ven , Cousin Annie n.nc' Marion Hco.v en . 

The Gentlemen of the Orc1 inance Survey twre out over the i slo.n(1. surveying. tvhile 
t·lalter Heo.ven wns propnring to build himself a bon.t, 1.1nd the painters f r om Trinity 
House \>lore busy on the lig·hthouse. Thoro t<To.s n. ln.n(~ slip on the Beach Road in Octob-er, 
adding just one more pr')blem to the existing fino.ncia.l c ifficulties. A very modern 
i clen. was the insta.llotion of a. washing m~.chine a.t The Villa. Poto.toes were planted 

- in the Heo.ven preserve o.t St.John ' s Va.lley, but tho r a.ta ate a.ll the peas in the 
kitchen ~ardon; the killing of a pig v-w.s an occasion of s~me festivity, odclly enough, 
seeing tha t it l.nl.S "ro.ther g r uos0me n.ll through the co.rk pass.::.ge from pig to pork" • 
Cousin Anni e picked wild roses on Loma.try, anc1 a Slvo.rm of bees was taken. 

On the 17th Nov embe r Ual ter c-elebrated his 21st birth(1 cy 'VTi th a po.rty, rthere there was: 
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supper, dancing , ancl bagatcl.l.e: it s~Gms tha.t . llalter. wo.21' a movinc- spirit f or the 
concerts o.nc~ ente rtainments. On CY:h.rif!ltma.o · m0rning the islrmc~ chile' ren were presented 
wi th presents bef~re morninc- service. and then there wo.s n. " fly round live ly" to serve 
dinner, -vrhicrh \·HlS f ollo-v1ec1 by a seconc'l service . o. too. party N~ th r~r Uright ancl Miss 
Fulsh<'1.w as gu ests, dinner, n.nc1 visitations t o the lighthouse aml castle. The u sua.l 
staff supper was helcl on. 29th, and the men "Vrcre present eel \d th a p i ec e of beef e ach, 
as they we re used t o get every year. 

&1 ' s Note : The old school house is still known to many ~s Blue Bung , short f or Blue 
Bungalow. There >-ms a \-lild rose on the o l c1 South light steps in the early •·?Os. 

SEAL CALL from LUNDY by Doril Gilbert 

'Phey a.re calling me back 
I must go again 
To the swirling mists 
and the driving ra.in, 
•ro' the sunbathed earth 
and the brilliant ski es . 
A "Fa.r-a- wa.y" look 
has assailed my eyes . 
At the contemplation 
my heart will leap 
Like the frohcking lambs 
Of the island sheep! 
On memory ' s wind 
A melody sweet 
ls born from the rocks 
At the Islands feet 
Enchanting & haunt ing; 
I listen - and yea.rn: 
T ' is the Song of the Seals 
I must return! 

31.3.85 

BRAEI'OR LUNDY PONY: PRESEHVATION SOCI ETY by Ma.ry Martindale (Hon. Sec.) 

There were no horses or ponies, except for draft animc.l s , on Lundy before 1928; but 
in that year Martin Coles Harman decided to introduce a small herd of mnres a nd foa ls 
t aken from the New Forest to see how they would f nre on the island. 

The first stallion that was introduced to the i sland was a 16 hand thoroughbred and he 
proved too tall for the sma ll New Fores t Mares: the s econd , an ex-chflmpion l:Jelsh pony, 
proved in the short time he was on Lundy tha t he Wfi.S n. prolific sire and it i s his 
descendants that int erbre0 , thus cresting the Lunc'!y type. 

The ponies were cu.lle<'l from time to time r esulting i n the best stn.llions being kept 
to si re the new generations of foals. The a im wo.s to breed light coloured ponies , 
so mainly duns and roans were k ept. 

Those thn.t \'lore shi ppod from Lunc.ly \.re r e sol0 at BC~.rnst n.ple Mnrket , most went fo r mea it., 
but SGvera.l went into pri v a.te homes . tvro of note being Luncly Olmed by Bertie Hill o.nd 
Betty Br own owned by Lo.dy Slade, both \'le r e g r ea.t prize\'linners:, Betty Bromi having 
over two hundrecl trophies. Several mn.ros went to Lyrlford to bec-:>me the founclati on 
s t oc-k of the Dr a.e tor herd. 

Mrs Peggy Ga.rvey who is the founcJ or of the Br a.eto r Lundy Pony Preservation Society, a.m 
who was a. regula r visitor t o Lu.nr1 y a.t one time. h ni seen o. oncl romired a. pony being 
sol cl at mn.rket one upon finding out h e came from LunC!y v m-1e<'l she woulcl own one . In 
fact , after ~uiring her mares she l·ms later n.blG to purchase ~1i c1 night , the stallion 
who had been in chn.r ge since tho cull of 1944. Ho' hac been shipped n.ft or ma.:ny un­
sucrcessful attempts t o capture him and came to Ly<Jfo r d in the enrly 1960s. He r an 
with t he Bru.e t o r herd for several year s unt i l o l d nge cD.ught up with him. 
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Mrs Garvey maintainec her association wi th those ·on Lundy, loaning her stallion Legend 
of BraetE>r for a season, and taking and rehoming the Connemara Rosenaha.rley Peadar . 
She also helped to get the Nati~nal Pony.:Soci ety inte r ested in the ponies a nd indeed 
they did administer the 't-telfa.re of them from 1972 to 1980. 

The Braetor herd is now very depreciated in number, but still has three daughters of 
MicJnight, Br a.etor Las s , l3ra.e tor LincJy Lou and Draetor Pooh. Lundy Siskin is a. daughter 
of Rosena.ha.rl ey Pea.da.r, who ran with the mares seve r al y en.r s after Miclnight left·, 
l3r aetor Tigger is a. daughter of Legend .and l3raetor Curlew i s a da.ughter of the Societ;w''s 
second stallion Mozart who was born on Lundy and is a son of Peadar. The stallion· 
presently running with the herd is a gr·andson of Miclnight. All the mares and. st a l-
lions mentioned breed good tempered , typy foals , which often show the char acteristics 
of Midnight , \-lho had a marvellous temperament a nc1 tremendous jumping abilit·y • . The 
latest filly foal to be born is the society ' s hope for the future as it is horpod tha:tl; 
she will be joined by others in the near future anc1 a. second herd c<:m be formed . 

'llhe Bra.etor Society has bow assumed responsibility fo r keeping a r ccor c1 of all the 
Lundy ponies and for r egistering incliviouals if owners des ire . They a r e also 
striving to keep alive the original strain of pony, but it is not easy . Although· 
the herd has been given a. home at Collingford Lake Park Complex on l3odmin t.1oor , 
Cornwall, the society still has to f inance their keep and that is paid for purely by 
fund raising and public donations. It has ~lso been realised that export advice will 
have to be sought about future breecing policy so as to avoid the clangers of in-
breeding whilst at the same time keeping the type correct . There is a long way to 
go before 'Ghe future of the Luncy pony can be consi~ered safe, but it is the fervent 
wish of the Society that this can be achieved . 

Eel . 1 s note. There wa.s a report on the Society and its wor k in the I~MN in September, 
including the interesting comment that in a couple of year ' s time the Lundy Pony \'lill 
b e eligible for recognition by the Rare l3reed Society as the strain will have been in 
existence for 60 years . 

Mrs Ma.rtinda.le has sent me the first two newsletters, which have a clelightful cover 
picture of Elsie and Pipit on Lundy in 1972, by John Dyke. Mrs Garvey, l-rho started 
the Society, l'lri tes on how· she first saw a Luncty pony in 1952 , at an Okehampton sale·, 
and l'lent over t o Luncl.y to see the ponies . She bought t he s t allion Miclnight in 1962 . 
(Mr Gade tells (p.432/33) how Mi clnight l eft the islo.ncl in " My Li fe on Lundy" and that. 
Mrs Garvey b.cught him for 40 guineas) • 

:En Septembe r a speci a l LunCly Horse Show lva.s orgo.nized in Launceston to raise funds , 
and an " Adopt a Luncy Pony" Scheme sta r ted - the ponies a r e those of the Braetor 
herd . 

If anyone wants to know more about the Society and the herd , Mrs Martindale ' s address 
is Firt r ees , Drn.kewalls, Gunnislnke , Cormmll. 

SOME OF THE SOUTH END, by A. J.D. \va.lker 

Let ' s do a. fairly leisurely walk this time , \'lith exercise for anyone who is interested. 
First , the Castle. Just head south from the church along the main path , across 
Castle HilL The Castle is actually mostly seventeenth century or later, but there 
are (I am told) one or two stones that could have been cut in the thirteenth . It 
is worth looking a.t the cottages in the Keep, then a brief gla.nce a.t the excavation 
beyond the Ca.stle , then go fairly carefully ri{.;htward.s (t'Iest), a.no then·. South aga.in 
down a. rough path. Some way short of the edge you will get to Benson ' s Cave. 
This has been referred to as a. mine adit , bu~ is more int e r esting. It goes back 
robout thirty feet t owards the Castle , and is s urprising l y high and wide. There are 
graffiti cut into the jo.gt;cd shale t-ra.lls from the eiGhteenth century, possibly by 
Benson ' s convicts . Apa rt from the deep earth (or mud) on the floor, the only reason 
to get excited about this is the vie\'1 over Lametry <:~nd Rat Island from outside the 
cave . 

Head back westwards anc1 past the castle \'lall , along the South side , climb over the 



- 17 -
s,tilJ,o by the Inainerator, and there a r e a couple of deep excavations, possibly a.n old 
quarry~ . Just past there the p<tth goes ba.ck down to Denjamin's Chair. This is a 
trlicle flat grassy lodge fifteen feet down from the top. It ' s beautifully shel terecl .. from 
North a.nd Ea.st winds, so watch out for sunburn. Someone , probably a Heaven built up 
bel ow the path (and a.t one point below t4e cha.ir) 1~i th dry stone vmlling - this wa.s 
partly for safety, partly to make the spa.ce wider. A gooc1 place f o r a rest and 
refreshment, but if the re are _a.ny c_hi ld ren along, -vw.tch out for them. 

!·!hen ·YPl,l ' ve sat jl.b:mt l ong enough, heac1 north ancl west ac r oss the Liehthouse Field. 
A f.ev1 hund:r:,ed ~.rds North of the Shutter , a couple of heacHapc1s beyond Montague Step'~ ; 
yo:u. get to Pilot ' s Quay. La.st ·yea.r n. working party of LFS members put a rope iaowrr ' .. 
t o the sea. The proper path goes c1 o1m on the No-!rth side of the hoa.clland , ·then back · 
southHo.rds~& that's, a gooc1 place for the l ess energetic members of your party to sto_p·. · 
Otherwise , look about for a. l oose earth path cl owmra.rc1s. This is where the rope stei>rts • 

. At. the bottom .of the rope you a r e on granite, a.nc1 most of the steps, c emented in place 
for the Dri tish C.hannel pilots in the nineteenth century, <lrG still there and seem to 
be safe.. Good. roueh granite for sitting about on , taking pictures of wa.ves, and so 
on . You will find the way up muC'h longer them you think, but it ' s easier them the 
c.1oscent . 

Eel. ' s note. If yo.u want to kno.w more about Benson, the Castle and Mont a.gue Stops, 
or the Heaven family, A.F. & M.Langha.m 's " Lunc1y Island" will tell you. 

li.ll these scrambl es should b0 undertnken ''~'i th c1ue care and at t ention . Uet grass, 
roller-ball g r u.ni t e pebbles , anc1 strong t'l'inds arc all acldi tionn.l ha.za.rcs. 

PAHENTHOOD & LUNDY by Magg i e & Julian Dowclen a.no Susa.n & David Dea.v ers 

1 l~ha. ', sa.icl our neighbour, deciding on spotting us in the Garden that here wa.s a. ffOOc1 
excuse to brenk from mo>vinB' the 1-wn . Pleasantries followed, n.nrJ inevitably (because 
he ' d just booked. two \·leeks on a. Mecli terra.nean beach) the conversation turned to 
holidays . 'Suppo~e yoti.:' 11 be goine; · olsev-rhere no1-1 ' , he mused, eyeing the newly born 
in our arms - ' can ' t take little precious over there '. 

1Ancl v1hy not? ' , we retorted. Ho listed someo:bjcctiurrs as he s aw them: bleak spot, 
. st:orflly sea-crossing, la.ck of basic a.meni ties such as bic ets <tn<1 vir1eo r ec0r ders , .·no 
rela.xecL pubbing, ·a.ir-scn. rescue for the doctor, a.nc1 :cl.clc1ec'l l-.rh<:l.t · is there for the kids 
t o c'.o there a.nyK01~. ' Ue ' v e book ec. alrea.c~y, a.nd our friends h<J.ve t ool we spluttered, 
anc"'.. f o rtunately with junior n -::n,r a.wa.ke a.ncl hung ry an escape wa.s possi ole. . . 

Of c :)Urse, he had a. point (just ) . Luncly ;.,rith ba.bes o r young children .is not for the 
ext r eme fa.int-hea.rted , although anyone in that c o.tor;o ry would not be c ontempla.tine 
Luncl..y o.nyhow. In ma.ny \va.ys, though, we have found the island to be a.n i cl.ea.l plncc f o r 
h ., lidays with younG. ohilc'ren. 

s0me c1ifficul ties, but going On the other hand, it would be d:l.ft no t to recognise 
aiwwhere· w:i th young on e s presents Special probl ems. 
8. l ong car journey, perhaps a. lengthy flic;ht, demanc1s 
next services, potty stops, why a r en ' t we there .ill?!!• 
p8.tierrce of the cool est adults • 

There wi 11 l)e the hn.nginG arourrcl 61.> 
for drinks when miles f .r om . the 

All this a.n0 more will try the 

. Forgetting for the moment the sea.-c:Bossing over t o .'the islnncl, the question is whCJ.t 
··.q_r1.v·a.nta,ees does Lundy ha.ve; is it possibl e t -o hn.ve a. week o r lon(;e r there <1.nc' the n 
<fa c e the n·eighbour with a genuine ' Yes, we c1icr enjoy tha.t ... 

For several recent s pring bo.nk holiday 1-veeks we hnve t~ken t-w or three infcmts ngod 
botween th~ee months a.nd four years to the Old Light. (There must be someth;i..ng 
fertile in t he Lunc1y a.i r as numbe_r s . k~ep incrensi ng). 

\ 

Take the lo.st visit. As r equested in the letter se.nt to the is lane shop beforehnnd 
orderin& food u.ncl other things, a travel cot a.ncl high-chair trlere ready for us in the 
lir,hthouse, a.s vta.s a.n eno rmous box of the c orrect size and bra.ncJ of disposable nappies. 
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The gas fr~i.!ge l'tas on anc a. bag of coa l f or the fire. 
br ouGht with us, includine a fe1-1 packets of f f'..vouri te 
first meal'" as a .~:uccess , and then it l-ras off outside 
1r1e<1.ther . 

Ui th the p r ovisions we h acl 
munchy yummies, the important 
t o take advantage of the good 

ll.t this young a.ec children lack the sophistico.tion they will pretend to later on . 
Simple things l i ke watching the island ' s many animals pr0vJ.i.d e o.lmost inexha.usti ble 
entertainment. On this first walk from the Old Light round the s outhern enc1 of the 
island we met the sma.ll t;r oup of h 0rses, on e or t"I'IO of which were approachable. 
Squeals of delight from child on should.ars - ' that one eat my welly '. Near this 
encounter was the fish pond , where fish coult1 be persuaflec to rise f o r stale bread . 
The sheep were a.lso concent r a ted in t .his a rea between the castle an<1 the church, but 
frustratingly they ~ id not wish to be stroked by y oung finaers - ' silly sheep run 
o..way! • • • tha.t one doinrs wee-wee! ' 

On ·other days tl'J.e· sheep-shearers were excellent theatre !for an hour or two-., the child­
ren finding the· transformation of woolly sheep into mere shadows of their former 
se lve·s as amazing a.s a. genie appearina from a. lamp. On other occasions, bullocks 
en.llopod across one of the middle fi-el<"s t o see us, (anc1 only us !·) .. 

. ! : 

Some minor disappointments there were t oo . Only we quick- ey ed parents spott ed the 
deer clrt rting into the bush es nea r the rhoclodencl r on path . Dird watching aso is fqr 
from easy wi thr•the young troupe in t ow. Puffins swam unoblie ing ly far out at sea, 
n.nc1 little eyes could not cope with the binoculars. Nor coulc1 strong adults with a 
youne ahild on the shoulc1crs playing \'lith the host ' s hair an d eo.rs ! 

Apo.rt from th·e perils of cliffs , the wide open spaces of Lundy meant the chi•l<:lren 
··· crould ruri to their h earts content (an<J than Cl r op oxhaustec into bed with any luck) . 

There is the bonus t oo of no trn.ffic t o consider, o.:pn.I_'t frnm thG odd tra.ctor. 

For slic-htly older ones, the isla.ncl has many sets f or ima-t;inrt tive g2mes. Pir.-.t es and 
prisoners f ought l one nnd he.r cl a r ound Bens on's cave. The Thomas the Tank Eng ine 
puff eel merrily up nncl 'ao\m to the North Light , ancl Trolls r omped a.nd caught the unwary 
near the f ootbridce a.t tl.e t op of the cliffs aeain nea r the North Light . Also the 
children were ever ready t o play shopping in the decn.yecl builr1inr;s a.t tlie Do..ttery. 

In earlier ho lic)a.ys, ba.th times were improvisec1 in t-va.shing-up bowls . TocJ ay with many 
of the refurbishecl cottaees ,ha.vinc baths this is not so mucrh of a. problem , a.ssumin,r; of 
c ourse there is n o water sJ;l.ortage. 

Ui th y oung ones a. small d ra\'lba.ck is the clifficulty of goinr, out f o r the _who le clay on 
long walks. The no rth enc . f or instance , is a major expeci tion. The ·track is not 
suitable f or pushchairs ~espite the decept ively smooth l ooking fi e l ds, ~nd poor 
parents ca n end up ca rrying tired children for several miles. In our i gnorance one 
year we tried a. pushchair - it met its encl nea r three-quarter wa.ll when a wheel 
buckled and fell off. Back-pn.cks are much more sensible. 

Although it is a pity the islo.nc has no sa.ndy beach, the rock pools round the l a.ncl inG 
· • boa.ch a.nc1 towards Rat Island provide a. true box of delights . 

To sum up, our l ot hove a lways revelled in the island ' s wic1 e- open spaces, lack of 
f !:> rmality and r e l a tive safety. For tired parents , if baby- sitting rules out the pub , 
the pub can a lways come t o y ou while f eet a r e r es ted by the l)urning stove. Also, 
the pub can be a kino of community centre , especially on bar1 clays \'then it is an a.lt c r·· 
native shelter t o the confines of a cott<1ee . Above all, the island ' s sta.ff are 
a lwa.ys helpful c:mcl sympnthetic· '"' special . pra.~se t o . the~. 

N O\'T back to that seo..-crossine. l·!e hacl t o l en.ve Dioeforcl o.t six in the mornine, o.ncl 
the return tri p arrived back n.t miclnie;ht. If you c1on ' t live l ocally, anC' how mn.ny 
Lun<ly vis·itors c1o, those times a.re no j ok10. All right , one coulc1 st (}Y overnight in 
Di r'eford, but tha t means extra expense and the upheavn.l of unpacking just f or D. 

night. On a calm day the voy~e is r efr eshine, but on a. r ougher day • •.••• Please 
bring back the heliC')pter!!! 
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Some advice. Take lots of cra.yons and paper a nd &ames for the likely r ainy da.y, and 
a lso twice ·a.s ···many clothes a.s the number you first thought of. De prepared for both 
s wea.ting prteeshirt Cl a.ys and freezing thick jumper ones. Check with the shop what; 
supplies/baby foods they can p rovide : stocks ha~e been limited in the past . Also 
the shop does not stock nappies . A kind islander gave us some in an emergency one 
year. 

As for the ~eighbour, we disqovered on our return his fli c;ht was dela.yed two hours, he 
burnt his backside in the sun and caught something nasty from swimming near a r aw 
se\'le r age out l et. And he missed the lesser spotted \'lhi te fronted eer ess . (Sic. Ed..) 

Mac;e;ie & Julia.n Dowclen Susan &.David Doavers .January 1982 

Ed~. not e . This is the Juli~n Dowden who was ment ioned in 1985's newsletter fo r his 
class~ pies. 9f .the Island in the Daily Telegr~ph- rrow we know it's his Experi ence of 
the Island that. produces them! ..... _.-

He dig, die;, clig • •• • LFS workinR pa rty, May 1985 by Nan Da.vies 

In !•tay 1985 I eventually fulfilled my ambition to mke pTt ih an archaologica.l dig. 
The National Trust were organising a, .month ' s survey on the Castle Parad e g r ound on 
Lumly, the workforce being primo.rily ma.Cle up of Acorn campers . Although supposecny' 
young NT members, this pa.rticula.r ' camp ' u.ppearer t::> consi s t of a.ll a.ge g r oups. The 
Lun~y Jfield Society a lso volunteered some muscle , nncl I and 2 other members 'l'le re• 
p resent fo r the second of the 4 weeks' digging . 

It was a fine Sa.turcla.y afternoon v1hen \'le a ll conr;regat ed 0t Clove lly from ~'/hence \'le 

were t o sail. · Depa.rture was c1 elayed slightly whilst Stirline; anc1 John AlforCI tools: 
their lunch in the pub, .an(~ we a te ice creams. on the quay. The 45 minute j ourney ;, 
'1-'la.s spent bo.sking in the sun anc1 s pr a y CJ;eated as the ' Islnncle r ' bounced along. · ]t· 

~'la.s ~ot an unpleasant experience in the li[Sht wind , in fo.ct the ma j ority of us f.ound 
it qil.ite invigor<J.ting ! 0u'r a:rri Va.l WaS impeccably timed, a.llO\,Ting the m.oTe athl et ie-
amongst us to reach the Ta~ern just befo re Jest orders. Ne eel less to say , the 
J ohnny O' s viaS much appreciated aft e r such a hasty asc ent of the bea.ch r oacl . After 
this short burst of ·a ctivity the pace s l O\'ied for the rest of the day which was spent 
unpacking and. settling in. The Aco rn campers wore _sta.yine , appropriately enough , 
in Pig ' s Para.cl ise. whilst the LFS \vere inhabiting tittle St.Johns. 

I·Je were all at hhe c astle at 9am p r omptly on Sunday, eager t o begin work . David 
Tha.ckra.y (Archaeol ogica l Secret a ry · of the National Trust) gave us a guicl ed tour of 
t-he sit e t ogether with a precis of the histerica.l background. Eve ryone was them 
a rmed with o. bucket, a trowel anc1 a. stiff brush. The experienced die,-gers (sol'lll:l of 
the NT . we r e d i e;g'ine, f o r their 2nd consecutive week) a lso obt a ineil kneelers. and were 
mocked f or doing so . · However, since most of the work consist ed of kneeling on r ou.&h 
stone t'lhilst r emovine surface soil by the trowelful, it was not long before . we all 
wanted one ! Everybody wa.s ass i a ned a patch to wrk on nnd ~nythin(;' of . interes.t (bon.es' 
pottery, clay pipes by the hunc1 red.) were placed izyto the ' i'incJs ' tray. . These 
treasures were lat e r clean ed, p i eced toe,-ether ancl dated. .The . re~t of th·e soil was 
plac ed int o buckets which \ere regularly emptied into strategica lly located whee l­
barrows. It was the unenvia.ble t a.sk of the person filline the bar row t o the brim 
t o wheel it up a. p l o.nk of t'loo<'l pre'C·ariously bnlo.nced against the side of D. tract or 
trailer. 

rhcl -morninc and afternoon br ooks \·le r e taken on the g r G!.SS o.t the back of Si(;nal 
Cottcces . For most of us these b r eaks we re the only opportunity 'I'JO ho.c'l of exposing 
our f o.ces t o the sun. Aft e r 2 or 3 da.ys of impecca.blc weather all of us wore 
sufferinc; from sun burn and/ or heat r ashes in the most unusu.a.l p l o.ces (the bn.cks of 
our legs, h£Jncts a nd n ecks!) Howev.er, my lastinG impr ession of the week will be\ ,?f 
~ stiff back, blistered hands ond _b ruiseo knees, and of never cea.s inc hunger. A , , 
combination of hard work un c1 fresh a ir hacl a. c'lefini te effect on the o.ppeti te. Ue 
we re allowed 1 hour for lunch o.ncl certa.inly f or the LFS pnrty 1 this entire time, 
(excluc1 inc the 10 minute r equirecl t o walk over C0.stlc I.Hll t o anc from Little St John) 
wa s spent eatinc . 
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Durine the c~ay, we rccci v ocl rer;u.ln.r visit s from DavicJ, who was u.hrays v e ry c om'pli-
muntary about our r especti vc t erritori es. He a.lso appea.r ocl t ·-:> be v e ry houseproucl . 
The ln.st h a lf hvur of ee1.ch c1 ay l'IO.S spent SNeepin{; up ! 

\Jerk finished at 5pm every clo.y, which a.llovJecl just enoueh time t0 stn{;r;cr homo for 
shovrc r s n.ncl p r ep:1.rc supper bcf'>rc conere{~atine in the Tavern for medicina l r efreshments 
,.,hi lst compa.ring .'lchcs u.nc' pains. The fittest amonGst us m;mn{~erl t') t rudr:;e baek 
<'{~ain for post supper enterto.inments (carc1 a.nCl c1~:rt tournaments). 

'.!:he •-seek passed by very quickly o.nc1 by our calcu.lntions we shifted appr')xima.tely 20 
tQns o'f surface soil. Everyboc1 y wo.s very reluctant to le<1.ve thei r te rri to i'i es, but 
:.Lor those of us lucky enou.ch t o r e- visit it ct'ter another 2· weeks work hac been carried 
out , were p'!ea.sed with the p r oc;ress which hnd been mac1 e . Hv r k is continuinG on the 
site even nmv. Although al l the excavations hove been complctcc1

, the Mo.npm-scr Services 
Commission workers a r e renovatinG the curtain Nalls. 

li'ri da.y nich~ \~a~ party nia ht, the LFS bein[\ g uest s of the r est of the cJ i geer s a t 
Qlin.rt e rs . 11. superb 3 course meo.l hac~ boon prepared, with assis.tn.nce from m?st o.f t}le· 
r;roup plus home mn.de pasties p r ovi cled by .the. tdvern kitchen ... Once ·,-~e· ·hn.d clemolished 
the mountain of food, n.nc a r easono.bl e omount of wine \'le nil journer1 t o the ta.vern from · 
whore ,.,c were r e luctant t .o move, ov en nft er t he liGht s went out •... I think tha:t ·several 
e r oup members were v e ry r;rD.teful for th'e calm crossint; bnck to Clov el ly the followinr;· 
day. It was very satisfyinr; to lo::>k back at the ca.stle fr·Jm the boat, as we sailed 
;mt of the bay, a.n<l feel that \"iC hac1 been abl e to contribute somethinc; by n.ll our ha.rc1 
\vork . I c n.n thor oughly rccommcncl LFS workinr; parties . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
cQnt . from p . 2 
EnGinee r s , loaded IWi th equipment, leapt safely to ln.ncl, & nec;otin.ted the rocks to the 
J n.nc, inc bea.ch. The c ou.rn{;e & stnmina of Ra.c1 io Dev on liBtcn0rs was only equ.o.:)..l.cc1 by 
the efficiency of the i slanders in cetting them c:shore. i'.SJ.:!< a ll the \>Thile the South 
LiGht was sounding. 

It wu.s a glorious da.y in every wa.y & John & lJcmdy Puc'l~y & J ohn il.lfor r a r e pa.rticul2.rly 
to be thu.nkcd for making it possible.. Everyone ho1, a g reat time lunchine in the 
T;wc:cn , before Lundy 1 s first ever ~ Outsic1 e Droadoa.st . This high spot of the c<J.y 
cnmc from the Grecns~-1a.rc1 out sicl.c the Ta.vcrn, & wn.s par t of Douc;las Mounce 1 s "County 
Sounc,.'-"· As mn:ny isla.nc1e rs as ,possible \-l Ore t n.lkccl to inclu.c in{; John & Hencly Pu.c1c1 y, 
John il.lforc, , J ohn Og ilvic & r.ln.ry Ga.cle; o.nr1 mn.ny Radi o Dovon listeners who were on the 
trip, Coaches full of them h~( come to Ilfra.combe f r om a ll over the county - some to 
renC\'l old n.cqua.into.nce & some to see Luncly for the first time . 

'rho logistics of 200 Tron.sure Hunte r s all hunting a t the snme time ma.r1 e i"t necessary to 
recluce the clues to 2 C! ifficul t ohes . One directed the hunter to the Nall r ounC' the 
Old!: Li ght, \'lhere a Radio Dev'Jn mut;, with 10 £.2 pieces in it was hidden . The other 
pointed to the old p r opeller by the ol<-1 forr;e 1 & wa.s a muc Ni th 5 £.2 pieces. The l st 
:nuc l.,a.s :fuund in 5 minutes & the 2m1 i n 20 minutes 7 leavine tim t1 for exploring Lundy. 

No one saw n. puffin, bu.t everyohc had a groat cay, & sane n.ll the way homo l ed by a 
folk e r oup called the " KELLY QU!~tU~Y :JLii.STEaS ." 


